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ïÓ‰flÚ ÒÎÛıË, ˜ÚÓ ‚ 1949 „. ·˚‚¯ËÈ ÏË-
ÌËÒÚ Ó·ÓÓÌ˚ ëòÄ îÓÂÒÚÓÎ ‚˚-
·ÓÒËÎÒfl ËÁ ÓÍÌ‡ Ò‚ÓÂ„Ó Í‡·ËÌÂÚ‡ Ò

ÍËÍ‡ÏË: «êÛÒÒÍËÂ Ë‰ÛÚ! êÛÒÒÍËÂ Ú‡ÌÍË Ì‡
ÛÎËˆ‡ı ç¸˛-âÓÍ‡!». çÂ ÏÓ„Û Ò ‰ÓÒÚÓ‚ÂÌÓ-
ÒÚ¸˛ ÛÚ‚ÂÊ‰‡Ú¸ Ú‡Í ÎË, ‚ Ò‡ÏÓÏ ‰ÂÎÂ, ‚ÒÂ Ë
ÔÓËÁÓ¯ÎÓ, ÌÓ Ë ÓÚËˆ‡Ú¸ ÔÓ‰Ó·ÌÓ„Ó ‡Á-
‚ÂÚ˚‚‡ÌËfl ÒÓ·˚ÚËÈ ÚÓÊÂ ÌÂ ÒÚÓËÚ. ëëëê ‚
ÚÂ˜ÂÌËÂ ‚ÒÂ„Ó ‚ÂÏÂÌË ‚ÔÎÓÚ¸ ‰Ó ÔÂÍ‡˘Â-
ÌËfl Ò‚ÓÂ„Ó ÒÛ˘ÂÒÚ‚Ó‚‡ÌËfl ÒÓı‡ÌflÎ ‡·ÒÓ-
Î˛ÚÌÓÂ ˜ËÒÎÂÌÌÓÂ Ë Í‡˜ÂÒÚ‚ÂÌÌÓÂ ÔÂ‚ÓÒ-
ıÓ‰ÒÚ‚Ó Ì‡‰ çÄíé ‚ Ú‡ÌÍ‡ı. á‡ÏÂÚ¸ÚÂ, ·ÂÁ
Û˜ÂÚ‡ ÒÚ‡Ì Ç‡¯‡‚ÒÍÓ„Ó ‰Ó„Ó‚Ó‡. Ñ‡ÊÂ ‚
ÚÂ ‚ÂÏÂÌ‡, ÍÓ„‰‡ ‚ ëëëê ÓÚÂ˜ÂÒÚ‚ÂÌÌÓÂ
Ú‡ÌÍÓÒÚÓÂÌËÂ ÔÂÂÊË‚‡ÎÓ ÍËÁËÒ ËÁ-Á‡ Û‚-
ÎÂ˜ÂÌËfl ‡ÍÂÚ‡ÏË Ó‰ÌÓ„Ó ËÁ ÛÍÓ‚Ó‰ËÚÂÎÂÈ
ÒÚ‡Ì˚.

çÂ ÁÌ‡˛, ÓÚÍÛ‰‡ ÔÓ¯ÎË Ì‡ÒÚÓÂÌËfl Û ÌÂÍÓÚÓ-
˚ı Ì˚ÌÂ¯ÌËı ÛÍÓ‚Ó‰ËÚÂÎÂÈ ‚ åËÌËÒÚÂÒÚ‚Â
Ó·ÓÓÌ˚ Ë ‰Û„Ëı „ÓÒÒÚÛÍÚÛ‡ı ÔÓ ÔÓ‚Ó‰Û ÌÂ-
ÌÛÊÌÓÒÚË Ú‡ÌÍÓ‚ ‰Îfl êÓÒÒËË, ÌÓ ‡Á„Ó‚Ó˚ Ó
ÚÓÏ, ˜ÚÓ Ú‡ÌÍË ÓÚÊËÎË Ò‚ÓÈ ‚ÂÍ, ÌÂÚ-ÌÂÚ, ‰‡ Ë
ÔÓfl‚Îfl˛ÚÒfl Ì‡ ÒÚ‡ÌËˆ‡ı ÓÚÂ˜ÂÒÚ‚ÂÌÌ˚ı ëåà.
Ñ‡ Ë ‚ ÍÛÎÛ‡‡ı ÉÂÌÂ‡Î¸ÌÓ„Ó ¯Ú‡·‡ Í‡Í-ÚÓ
ÔÓÁ‚Û˜‡ÎÓ: «çÂ ‚Ë‰ËÏ Ï˚ ÏÂÒÚÓ Ú‡ÌÍÛ, Ì‡ ÒÓ‚-
ÂÏÂÌÌÓÏ ÔÓÎÂ ·Ófl». é‰Ì‡ÍÓ, ˜ÚÓ ÚÂ „ÂÌÂ‡Î˚
‚Ë‰flÚ ‚ÏÂÒÚÓ Ú‡ÌÍ‡ Ì‡ ÒÓ‚ÂÏÂÌÌÓÏ ÔÓÎÂ ·Ófl,
ÓÌË ÚÓÊÂ ÌÂ ÒÏÓ„ÎË ÓÚ‚ÂÚËÚ¸. 

èÂÊ‰Â, ˜ÂÏ ÔÓ‰ÓÎÊËÚ¸ ‡ÒÒÍ‡Á Ó Ì˚ÌÂ¯-
ÌÂÏ ÒÓÒÚÓflÌËË ÓÚÂ˜ÂÒÚ‚ÂÌÌÓ„Ó Ú‡ÌÍÓÒÚÓÂÌËfl,
Ì‡‰Ó ‚ÒÂ ÊÂ ÓÔÂ‰ÂÎËÚ¸Òfl: ÌÛÊÌ˚ Ú‡ÌÍË êÓÒ-
ÒËË ËÎË ÌÂÚ? ÑÎfl ̋ ÚÓ„Ó ÌÂÓ·ıÓ‰ËÏÓ ÔÓÒÚÓ ÔÓ-
‡Ì‡ÎËÁËÓ‚‡Ú¸ ÓÔ˚Ú ·ÓÂ‚˚ı ‰ÂÈÒÚ‚ËÈ ‚ ıÓ‰Â

‡ÁÎË˜Ì˚ı ‚ÓÈÌ Ë ‚ÓÂÌÌ˚ı ÍÓÌÙÎËÍÚÓ‚, ÔÓÒ-
ÎÂ‰ÌËı 10 ÎÂÚ Ë ‚ÒÂ ÒÚ‡ÌÂÚ flÒÌÓ. Ä ‡Ì‡ÎËÁ ˝ÚÓÚ
„Ó‚ÓËÚ Ó ÚÓÏ, ˜ÚÓ ÌË Ó‰ËÌ ËÁ ÍÓÌÙÎËÍÚÓ‚, ÌÂ
„Ó‚Ófl ÛÊÂ Ó ÎÓÍ‡Î¸Ì˚ı ‚ÓÈÌ‡ı, ÌÂ Ó·ıÓ‰ËÎÒfl
·ÂÁ ËÒÔÓÎ¸ÁÓ‚‡ÌËfl Ì‡ ÔÓÎÂ ·Ófl Ú‡ÌÍÓ‚ Ë ‰Û„Ëı
·ÓÂ‚˚ı ·ÓÌËÓ‚‡ÌÌ˚ı Ï‡¯ËÌ. Ñ‡, Ú‡ÌÍË ‚ ̋ ÚËı
ÍÓÌÙÎËÍÚ‡ı ÌÂÒÎË ÔÓÚÂË, Í‡Í ÌÂÒÎË ÔÓÚÂË
Ååè, Åíê˚, ‡‚ÚÓÏÓ·ËÎË, Ò‡ÏÓÎÂÚ˚, ‚ÂÚÓÎÂ-
Ú˚, ·ÓÂ‚˚Â ÍÓ‡·ÎË, ÔÂıÓÚ‡, ‡ÚËÎÎÂËfl Ë ‚Òfi,
˜ÚÓ ‚ ˝ÚËı ÍÓÌÙÎËÍÚ‡ı Û˜‡ÒÚ‚Ó‚‡ÎÓ. èÓ‚ÚÓflÎ,
Ë ·Û‰Û ÔÓ‚ÚÓflÚ¸ Â˘Â ÌÂ ‡Á – ‡ÍÒËÓÏÛ Î˛·ÓÈ
‚ÓÈÌ˚, „Î‡Òfl˘ÂÈ Ó ÚÓÏ, ̃ ÚÓ ÔÓÍ‡ Ò‡ÔÓ„ ÔÂıÓÚËÌ-
ˆ‡ ÌÂ ÒÚÛÔËÚ Ì‡ ‚‡ÊÂÒÍÛ˛ ÚÂËÚÓË˛, ÚÓ ÓÌ‡
·Û‰ÂÚ ÓÒÚ‡‚‡Ú¸Òfl ‚‡ÊÂÒÍÓÈ – ÌËÍÚÓ ÌÂ ÓÚÏÂ-
ÌflÎ. Ñ‡ÊÂ ÂÒÎË Ì‡ ÚÓÈ ÚÂËÚÓËË ÌÂ ÓÒÚ‡ÌÂÚ-
Òfl ÌË Ó‰ÌÓ„Ó ÊË‚Ó„Ó ˜ÂÎÓ‚ÂÍ‡. ÇÒÂ ÒÂ‰ÒÚ‚‡
‚Â‰ÂÌËfl ‚ÓÈÌ˚ – ‚˚ÒÓÍÓÚÓ˜ÌÓÂ ÓÛÊËÂ, ‚ÂÚÓ-
ÎÂÚ˚, Ò‡ÏÓÎÂÚ˚, ÒÚ‡ÚÂ„Ë˜ÂÒÍËÂ ÔÓ‰‚Ó‰Ì˚Â
ÎÓ‰ÍË, ÒËÒÚÂÏ˚ èêé, fl‰ÂÌÓÂ ÓÛÊËÂ Ë ÏÂÊ-
ÍÓÌÚËÌÂÌÚ‡Î¸Ì˚Â ·‡ÎÎËÒÚË˜ÂÒÍËÂ ‡ÍÂÚ˚ ÒÓÁ-
‰‡‚‡ÎËÒ¸ Ë ÒÓÁ‰‡˛ÚÒfl Ò Ó‰ÌÓÈ ˆÂÎ¸˛ - Ó·ÂÒÔÂ-
˜ËÚ¸ ÔÓÒÚ‡ÌÓ‚ÍÛ Ò‡ÔÓ„‡ ÚÓ„Ó Ò‡ÏÓ„Ó ÔÂıÓÚËÌˆ‡
Ì‡ ÚÂËÚÓË˛ ÔÓÚË‚ÌËÍ‡. à Ú‡ÌÍË, ‚ ˝ÚÓÏ
ÒÏ˚ÒÎÂ, Ó‰ÌÓ ËÁ ÓÒÌÓ‚Ì˚ı ÒÂ‰ÒÚ‚, ÔÓÚÓÏÛ ˜ÚÓ
Ì‡ıÓ‰flÚÒfl ·ÎËÊÂ ‚ÒÂı Í ÔÂıÓÚËÌˆ‡Ï. éÚÒ˛‰‡
‚˚‚Ó‰: ÔÓÍ‡ ÒÛ˘ÂÒÚ‚Û˛Ú ‡ÏËË Ë ‚ÓÈÌ˚, Ú‡ÌÍË
·Û‰ÛÚ ÌÂÓ·ıÓ‰ËÏ˚. Ç ÚÓÏ ˜ËÒÎÂ Ë ‰Îfl ÔÓ‚Â‰Â-
ÌËfl ÍÓÌÚÚÂÓËÒÚË˜ÂÒÍËı ÓÔÂ‡ˆËÈ, Ë ‰Îfl
‚Â‰ÂÌËfl ·ÓÂ‚˚ı ‰ÂÈÒÚ‚ËÈ ‚ „ÓÓ‰ÒÍËı ÛÒÎÓ‚Ë-
flı ÚÓÊÂ. ÅÂÁ Ú‡ÌÍÓ‚ - ÌËÍÛ‰‡ ÌÂ ‰ÂÚ¸Òfl. à ÂÒÎË
„ÓÒÛ‰‡ÒÚ‚Ó ËÎË ÒÚ‡Ì‡, Ò˜ËÚ‡˛˘‡fl ÒÂ·fl Ú‡ÍÓ-
‚˚Ï, ıÓ˜ÂÚ ËÏ ÓÒÚ‡Ú¸Òfl, ÚÓ ‚ Ò‚ÓÂÏ ‡ÒÂÌ‡ÎÂ
ÓÌÓ ‰ÓÎÊÌÓ ËÏÂÚ¸ ·ÓÂÒÔÓÒÓ·Ì˚Â Ú‡ÌÍË (Ë ÏÌÓ-
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А Ф О ВПК

In 1949, US Secretary of Defence James
Forrestal is said to have leapt out of his win-
dow shouting, «The Russians are coming.

They're right around. I've seen Russian tanks
in New York!» I would not vouch it happenened
exactly in this manner but it well might th ethe
fact. Until its collapse, the Soviet Union had
retained absolute numerical and qualitative
superiority over NATO in tanks. Mind you, the
Soviet Union alone without other Warsaw Pact
memebers. It did so even at the time then the
Soviet tank industry was in dire straight due to
the the then Soviet leader's infatuation with
missiles. 

Wondering how come some of current lead-
ers in the Defence Ministry and other govern-
mental agencies believe that Russia needs no
tanks, but rhetoric that tanks are history tend to
crop up in the Russian media time and again.
Someone in the General Staff has recently
remarked, «There is no place for the tank on the
present-day battlefield». However, generals
have failed to specify what they do see the place
on today's battlefield for. 

Before proceeding with the story of today's
state of the Russian tank industry, we have to
make up our mind whether Russia needs tanks
or not. To this end, we just have to analyse the
lessons learnt from wars and armed conflicts of
the past decade, and everything is going to
become clear. Analysis shows that none of the
conflicts, let alone the local wars, lacked the use
of tanks and other armour. Right, tanks suffered
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„Ó ˜Â„Ó Â˘Â), ‚ ÔÓÚË‚ÌÓÏ ÒÎÛ˜‡Â ÂÒÚ¸ ÔÂÒÔÂ-
ÍÚË‚‡ ÔÂÂ‰‡Ú¸ ÓÒÚ‡ÚÍË Ò‚ÓËı ‡ÒÂÌ‡ÎÓ‚ ‡-
ÏËË ‰Û„Ó„Ó „ÓÒÛ‰‡ÒÚ‚‡. ÑÛ„ÓÈ ‚ÓÔÓÒ, Í‡ÍË-
ÏË ÒÚ‡ÌÛÚ ÒÓ ‚ÂÏÂÌÂÏ ˝ÚË Ò‡Ï˚Â Ú‡ÌÍË, Ò Í‡-
ÍËÏ ‚ÓÓÛÊÂÌËÂÏ Ë Ò Í‡ÍËÏ ·ÓÌËÓ‚‡ÌËÂÏ,
Í‡ÍÓÈ ÍÓÏÔÓÌÓ‚ÍË, Ò Í‡ÍËÏ ˝ÍËÔ‡ÊÂÏ ËÎË ‚Ó-
‚ÒÂ ·ÂÁ Ú‡ÍÓ‚Ó„Ó? ùÚÓ ÔÓÍ‡ÊÂÚ ‚ÂÏfl. çÓ Ò‡Ï‡
ÒÛÚ¸ ÚÓÈ Ò‡ÏÓÈ ·ÓÌËÓ‚‡ÌÌÓÈ Ï‡¯ËÌ˚, ˜ÚÓ
ÔÓfl‚ËÎ‡Ò¸ Ì‡ ÔÓÎflı Ò‡ÊÂÌËÈ ÔÓ˜ÚË ÒÚÓÎÂÚËÂ
ÚÓÏÛ Ì‡Á‡‰ – ÌÂ ËÁÏÂÌËÚÒfl.

Ö˘Â Ô‡Û ‰ÂÒflÚËÎÂÚËÈ Ì‡Á‡‰ ‚ ÒÓÒÚ‡‚Â ÚÓÎ¸-
ÍÓ ‚ Á‡Ô‡‰Ì˚ı ÓÍÛ„Ó‚ Ë „ÛÔÔ ‚ÓÈÒÍ ëÓ‚ÂÚÒÍÓ-
„Ó ëÓ˛Á‡ ËÏÂÎÓÒ¸ ÓÍÓÎÓ 60 Ú˚Ò. Ú‡ÌÍÓ‚, ÔÓ‰‡‚-
Îfl˛˘ÂÂ ·ÓÎ¸¯ËÌÒÚ‚Ó ËÁ ÍÓÚÓ˚ı ·˚ÎË Ï‡¯Ë-
Ì˚ ÌÓ‚˚ı, ÔÓ ÚÂÏ ‚ÂÏÂÌ‡Ï, Ó·‡ÁˆÓ‚ – í-64Ä Ë
í-64Å, í-64ÅÇ, í-80Å, í-80ÅÇ, í-72Ä Ë í-72Å. ÇÒfl
„ÛÔÔËÓ‚Í‡ çÄíé ‚ Ö‚ÓÔÂ ÚÓ„‰‡ Ì‡Ò˜ËÚ˚‚‡Î‡
27 Ú˚Ò. Ú‡ÌÍÓ‚, ËÁ ÌËı ÌÓ‚˚ı Ï‡¯ËÌ, ÚËÔ‡ «ãÂÓ-
Ô‡‰ 2», å1 «Ä·‡ÏÒ» Ë «óÂÎÎÂÌ‰ÊÂ» ·˚ÎÓ
ÔËÏÂÌÓ 10%. ç‡‰Ó Û˜ÂÒÚ¸, ˜ÚÓ 125-ÏÏ ÔÛ¯Í‡
ÒÓ‚ÂÚÒÍËı Ú‡ÌÍÓ‚ Ò ÌÓ‚˚ÏË ÚËÔ‡ÏË ·ÓÂÔËÔ‡-
ÒÓ‚ ÏÓ„Î‡ ·ÓÓÚ¸Òfl Ò ÌÓ‚ËÌÍ‡ÏË Á‡Ô‡‰ÌÓ„Ó
Ú‡ÌÍÓÒÚÓÂÌËfl, Ú‡ÍÊÂ Í‡Í Ë 120-ÏÏ ÔÛ¯ÍË Ú‡Ì-
ÍÓ‚ «ãÂÓÔ‡‰-2» Ë «óÂÎÎÂÌ‰ÊÂ» Ò Ì‡¯ËÏË
Ú‡ÌÍ‡ÏË. ÄÏÂËÍ‡ÌÒÍËÂ «Ä·‡ÏÒ˚» å1 ËÏÂÎË
105-ÏÏ ÔÛ¯ÍÛ å68 («Ä·‡ÏÒ˚» å1Ä1 ÒÓ 120-ÏÏ
ÔÛ¯ÍÓÈ ‚ Ö‚ÓÔÂ ÔÓfl‚ËÎËÒ¸ ÛÊÂ ÍÓ„‰‡ Ï˚ ÒÚ‡-
ÎË ÓÚÚÛ‰‡ ÛıÓ‰ËÚ¸), ÍÓÚÓ‡fl ‚ ÎÓ· Ò 1000 Ï ÌÂ
·‡Î‡ ‰‡ÊÂ ÔÂ‚˚Â Ó·‡Áˆ˚ í-64, ‡ Ò 1500 Ï Ë
í-62. èÛ¯ÍË ÒÓ‚ÂÚÒÍËı Ú‡ÌÍÓ‚ Ò ‡ÒÒÚÓflÌËfl
1500 Ï ÔÓ·Ë‚‡ÎË 90% Ú‡ÌÍÓ‚ çÄíé Ì‡‚˚ÎÂÚ.
íÂÔÂ¸, Ì‡‚ÂÌÓÂ, ˜ËÚ‡ÚÂÎ˛ ÒÚ‡ÌÓ‚ËÚÒfl ÔÓÌflÚ-
ÌÓ, ÍÓÏÛ ·˚Î ‚˚„Ó‰ÂÌ ‰Ó„Ó‚Ó Ó· Ó„‡ÌË˜ÂÌËË
Ó·˚˜Ì˚ı ‚ÓÓÛÊÂÌËÈ ‚ Ö‚ÓÔÂ, ÚÂ·Ó‚‡ÌËfl ÍÓ-
ÚÓÓ„Ó, ÍÒÚ‡ÚË, ÒÚ‡Ì˚ çÄíé Ú‡Í Ë ÌÂ ‚˚ÔÓÎÌË-
ÎË. Ä êÓÒÒËfl ‚ Ó‰ÌÓÒÚÓÓÌÌÂÏ ÔÓfl‰ÍÂ ‚˚‚ÂÎ‡
‚Ò˛ «ÎË¯Ì˛˛» ·ÓÌÂÚÂıÌËÍÛ Á‡ ì‡Î, „‰Â ·ÓÎ¸-
¯‡fl ÂÂ ˜‡ÒÚ¸ ·˚Î‡ ÛÌË˜ÚÓÊÂÌ‡, ‡ ÓÒÚ‡‚¯ËÂÒfl

Ï‡¯ËÌ˚ ÔÓÒÚÓ ÔË¯ÎË ‚ ÌÂ·ÓÂÒÔÓÒÓ·ÌÓÂ ÒÓ-
ÒÚÓflÌËÂ Ì‡ ·‡Á‡ı ı‡ÌÂÌËfl ËÁ-Á‡ ÓÚÒÛÚÒÚ‚Ëfl
Ó·ÒÎÛÊË‚‡˛˘Â„Ó ÔÂÒÓÌ‡Î‡ Ë ÒÂ‰ÒÚ‚ ‰Îfl
ÔÓ‚Â‰ÂÌËfl Ó·ÒÎÛÊË‚‡ÌËfl, ÂÏÓÌÚ‡ Ë Â„Î‡-
ÏÂÌÚÌ˚ı ‡·ÓÚ.

Ç Ì‡ÒÚÓfl˘ÂÂ ‚ÂÏfl ÓÒÒËÈÒÍËÂ Ú‡ÌÍÓ‚˚Â
‚ÓÈÒÍ‡ ‡ÒÔÓÎ‡„‡˛Ú ÓÍÓÎÓ 22 Ú˚Ò. Ú‡ÌÍÓ‚. ç‡
ÔÂ‚˚È ‚Á„Îfl‰ – ÌÂÏ‡ÎÓ. çÓ ‚ÒÂ„‰‡ Ì‡‰Ó Û˜ËÚ˚-
‚‡Ú¸ Ë ‡ÁÏÂ˚ ÒÚ‡Ì˚, Ë ÔÓÚflÊÂÌÌÓÒÚ¸ ÂÂ
„‡ÌËˆ. ëÍ‡Á‡Ú¸, ̃ ÚÓ Ò ‡Á‚‡ÎÓÏ ëëëê Ë Ó·‡ÁÓ-
‚‡ÌËÂÏ êÓÒÒËË ÚÂËÚÓËfl „ÓÒÛ‰‡ÒÚ‚‡ ÒÓÍ‡-
ÚËÎ‡Ò¸ ‚ ÔflÚ¸ ‡Á ËÎË Û Ì‡Ò ÂÁÍÓ ÒÓÍ‡ÚËÎÓÒ¸
ÍÓÎË˜ÂÒÚ‚Ó «ÔÓÚÂÌˆË‡Î¸Ì˚ı ÔÓÚË‚ÌËÍÓ‚»,
ÌÂÎ¸Áfl. ç‡ÔÓÚË‚, fl‰ ·˚‚¯Ëı «·‡ÚÒÍËı ÂÒ-
ÔÛ·ÎËÍ» ÔÂÂÏÂÚÌÛÎÒfl ‚ ÒÚ‡Ì çÄíé, ‡ ÌÂÍÓÚÓ-
˚Â ËÁ ÌËı ‰ÓÊË‰‡˛ÚÒfl Ò‚ÓÂ„Ó ˜‡Ò‡ ÔËÂÏ‡ ‚
˝ÚÓÚ ·ÎÓÍ, ÛÒÚ‡Ë‚‡fl ÔÓ‚ÓÍ‡ˆËË Ì‡ „‡ÌËˆÂ Ò
êÓÒÒËÂÈ ‰Îfl ÔÓ‰Ú‚ÂÊ‰ÂÌËfl Ò‚ÓÂÈ ÔÂ‰‡ÌÌÓ-
ÒÚË ·Û‰Û˘ËÏ ıÓÁflÂ‚‡Ï. 

Ç Í‡ÍÓÈ-ÚÓ ÒÚÂÔÂÌË Ì‡ Û·ÂÊÂ ‚ÂÍÓ‚ ÌÂÁ‡‚Ë-
ÒËÏÓÒÚ¸ êÓÒÒËË ÒÔ‡Ò ËÏÂ‚¯ËÈÒfl ÒÚ‡ÚÂ„Ë˜Â-
ÒÍËÈ fl‰ÂÌ˚È ÔÓÚÂÌˆË‡Î. Ä ‚ÓÚ ·ÓÌÂ‚ÓÈ ˘ËÚ
ÒÚ‡Ì˚ ·ÂÒÔÓ˘‡‰ÌÓ ÛÌË˜ÚÓÊ‡ÎÒfl. àÁ ËÏÂ‚¯Ëı-
Òfl ÔÓ˜ÚË 100 Ú˚Ò. Ú‡ÌÍÓ‚ ‚ ÒÂÂ‰ËÌÂ 80-ı, Í Ì‡˜‡-
ÎÛ XXI ‚ÂÍ‡ ·˚ÎÓ ÛÌË˜ÚÓÊÂÌÓ ÔÓ˜ÚË 80 Ú˚Ò. Ú‡Ì-
ÍÓ‚. ó‡ÒÚ¸ ËÁ ÌËı ·˚ÎË Ï‡¯ËÌ‡ÏË ÒÚ‡˚ı Ó·-
‡ÁˆÓ‚ Ë ‚˚‡·ÓÚ‡‚¯Ëı Ò‚ÓÈ ÂÒÛÒ. çÓ ÌÂÏ‡Î‡
‚ ˝ÚÓÈ ˆËÙÂ Ë ‰ÓÎfl Ï‡¯ËÌ, ÍÓÚÓ˚Â Â˘Â ÒÓ-
ı‡ÌflÎË Ò‚ÓË ‚˚ÒÓÍËÂ ·ÓÂ‚˚Â Ò‚ÓÈÒÚ‚‡. Ä ÌÓ-
‚˚ÏË Ú‡ÌÍ‡ÏË ·ÓÌÂÒËÎ˚ êÓÒÒËË ‚ 90-Â Ë ‚ Ì‡-
˜‡ÎÂ 2000-ı „„. ÌÂ ÔÓÔÓÎÌflÎËÒ¸ ËÁ-Á‡ ÔÓ‚Â‰ÂÌËfl
ÚÓ„‰‡ ‚ ÒÚ‡ÌÂ ÔÓÎËÚËÍË ÚÓÚ‡Î¸ÌÓ„Ó ÛÌË˜ÚÓÊÂ-
ÌËfl Ó·ÓÓÌÌÓ-ÔÓÏ˚¯ÎÂÌÌÓ„Ó ÍÓÏÔÎÂÍÒ‡.

ÅÓÌÂ‚ÓÈ ˘ËÚ ëëëê ‰Ó Ì‡˜‡Î‡ ÔÂÂÒÚÓÈÍË
ÍÓ‚‡ÎÒfl Ì‡ ÌÂÒÍÓÎ¸ÍËı ÔÂ‰ÔËflÚËflı Ó·ÓÓÌ-
ÌÓ-ÔÓÏ˚¯ÎÂÌÌÓ„Ó ÍÓÏÔÎÂÍÒ‡ ‚ ÒÚÓ„ÓÏ ÒÓÓÚ-
‚ÂÚÒÚ‚ËË Ò ÔÎ‡Ì‡ÏË. í‡ÌÍË ‚˚ÔÛÒÍ‡ÎËÒ¸ Ì‡ ÎÂ-
ÌËÌ„‡‰ÒÍÓÏ «äËÓ‚ÒÍÓÏ Á‡‚Ó‰Â» (í-80Å.
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losses, just like, IFVs, APCs, trucks, planes, heli-
copters, warships, infantry, artillery and others
involved did. I would stick to my guns: the axiom
of any war – until the infantryman puts his boots
on the enemy's soil, the latter remains enemy
even if not a single person survives there – 
has never been disproved. All means of
warfighting – precision-guided munitions (PGM),
helicopters, warplanes, ballistic-missile sub-
marines, missile defence systems, nuclear
weapons and intercontinental ballistic missile
has been and will be developed with the sole
purpose of enabling the boots of the above
infantryman to get on the ground – the enemy's
ground. In this respect, tanks are a principal
means of ensuring this, since they are closest to
the infantry on the battlefield.  

Hence, as long as armies exist and wars are
fought, tanks will remain relevant, including their
relevance to conducting counterterrorist opera-
tions and fighting in urbanised terrain. One just
cannot do without tanks. If a major power, or a
country fancying itself to be one, wants to
remain what it is, it should have, inter alia, com-
bat-capable tanks in its inventory, otherwise it
faces a chance to surrender the remnants of its
arsenals to some other power's army. A sepa-
rate issue is what tanks will become with the
passage of time, what armament, armour pro-
tection, layout and crew (if any) they will have?
The future will show. However, the essence of
the very armoured vehicle that hit the battlefield
almost a century ago will remain unchanged.  

Just a coupe of decades ago, the Soviet
Union's western military districts and groups of
forces alone operated about 60,000 tanks, the
overwhelming majority of which were new mod-
els at the time – the T-64A, B and BV, T-80B and

Ç ·ÎËÊ‡È¯ËÂ „Ó‰˚ Ì‡ ‚ÓÓÛÊÂÌËÂ êÓÒÒËÈÒÍÓÈ ‡ÏËË ·Û‰ÛÚ ÔÓÒÚÛÔ‡Ú¸ ÓÒÌÓ‚Ì˚Â Ú‡ÌÍË í-90Ä

The Russian Army is to take delivery T-90A main battle tanks in the near future
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í-80ÅÇ), ı‡¸ÍÓ‚ÒÍÓÏ «á‡‚Ó‰Â Ú‡ÌÒÔÓÚÌÓ„Ó
Ï‡¯ËÌÓÒÚÓÂÌËfl ËÏ. å‡Î˚¯Â‚‡» (í-64ÅÇ,
í-80ìÑ), ÌËÊÌÂÚ‡„ËÎ¸ÒÍÓÏ «ì‡Î‚‡„ÓÌÁ‡‚Ó‰Â»
(í-72Å Ë í-72ë – Ì‡ ˝ÍÒÔÓÚ), ÓÏÒÍÓÏ Á‡‚Ó‰Â
«éÏÒÍÚ‡ÌÒÏ‡¯» (í-80ÅÇ, í-80ì). Ç ÒÓ‚ÓÍÛÔÌÓ-
ÒÚË Ò ÍÓÌ‚ÂÈÂÓ‚ ˝ÚËı Á‡‚Ó‰Ó‚ ÂÊÂ„Ó‰ÌÓ ÒıÓ-
‰ËÎÓ ·ÓÎÂÂ 2 Ú˚Ò. Ú‡ÌÍÓ‚. ä Ì‡ÒÚÓfl˘ÂÏÛ ÏÓ-
ÏÂÌÚÛ ÔÓËÁ‚Ó‰ÒÚ‚Ó Ú‡ÌÍÓ‚ ÒÓı‡ÌËÎÓÒ¸ ÚÓÎ¸-
ÍÓ Ì‡ «ì‡Î‚‡„ÓÌÁ‡‚Ó‰Â». ï‡¸ÍÓ‚ÒÍËÈ áíå ÓÒ-
Ú‡ÎÒfl ‚ ìÍ‡ËÌÂ, ÌÓ ‚ ÒËÎÛ fl‰‡ ˝ÍÓÌÓÏË˜ÂÒÍËı
ÔË˜ËÌ Ú‡ÌÍË Ì‡ ÌÂÏ ÛÊÂ ÌÂÒÍÓÎ¸ÍÓ ÎÂÚ ÌÂ ÔÓ-
ËÁ‚Ó‰flÚÒfl. «äËÓ‚ÒÍËÈ Á‡‚Ó‰» ·˚Î ÔÂÂÔÓÙË-
ÎËÓ‚‡Ì Ë ÚÓÊÂ ‰‡‚ÌÓ ÛÚ‡ÚËÎ ÒÔÓÒÓ·ÌÓÒÚ¸
ÔÓËÁ‚Ó‰ËÚ¸ Ú‡ÌÍË. «éÏÒÍÚ‡ÌÒÏ‡¯» ÔÓ ÓÚ‡-
·ÓÚ‡ÌÌÓÈ ‚ Ì‡¯ÂÈ ÒÚ‡ÌÂ ÒıÂÏÂ Ò‰ÂÎ‡ÎË ·‡Ì-
ÍÓÚÓÏ, ‡ ÚÂÔÂ¸ Ô˚Ú‡˛ÚÒfl Â‡ÌËÏËÓ‚‡Ú¸, ÌÓ
ÛÊÂ ÚÓÎ¸ÍÓ Í‡Í ÂÏÓÌÚÌÓ-ÏÓ‰ÂÌËÁ‡ˆËÓÌÌ˚È
ˆÂÌÚ. ùÚÓ ÓÁÌ‡˜‡ÂÚ, ˜ÚÓ ÔÓÎÌ˚È ˆËÍÎ ÔÓËÁ-
‚Ó‰ÒÚ‚‡ Ú‡ÌÍÓ‚ Ì‡ ˝ÚÓÏ ÌÂÍÓ„‰‡ ‚Â‰Û˘ÂÏ ÔÂ‰-
ÔËflÚËË ÓÒÒËÈÒÍÓ„Ó Ú‡ÌÍÓÒÚÓÂÌËfl ÛÊÂ ÌÂ-
‚ÓÁÏÓÊÂÌ. íÓÎ¸ÍÓ ÔÓ‚Â‰ÂÌËÂ ÂÏÓÌÚ‡ Ë ÏÓ-
‰ÂÌËÁ‡ˆËË Ï‡¯ËÌ. 

îÉìè «èé «ì‡Î‚‡„ÓÌÁ‡‚Ó‰» ÒÛÏÂÎ ‚˚ÒÚÓ-
flÚ¸. ëÔ‡ÒÎ‡ «ÔÓ·Ó˜Ì‡fl» ÔÓ‰ÛÍˆËfl – ‚‡„ÓÌ˚ Ë
ˆËÒÚÂÌ˚. çÓ ‚ „Î‡‚ÌÓÈ ÒÚÂÔÂÌË ÒÔ‡Ò ÔÂ‰ÔË-
flÚËÂ Ì˚ÌÂ¯ÌËÈ Â„Ó „ÂÌÂ‡Î¸Ì˚È ‰ËÂÍÚÓ çË-
ÍÓÎ‡È å‡Î˚ı. ùÚÓ ·Î‡„Ó‰‡fl Â„Ó ÛÒËÎËflÏ Á‡-
‚Ó‰ ÒÏÓ„ «ÔÓ‰ÌflÚ¸Òfl Ò ÍÓÎÂÌ», Ì‡ ÌÂÏ ·˚ÎÓ
‚ÓÒÒÚ‡ÌÓ‚ÎÂÌÓ ÒÂËÈÌÓÂ ÔÓËÁ‚Ó‰ÒÚ‚Ó Ú‡ÌÍÓ‚,
ÔÛÒÚ¸ ÒÌ‡˜‡Î‡ Ì‡ ˝ÍÒÔÓÚ, ÌÓ „Î‡‚ÌÓÂ – ÌÂ ·˚ÎÓ
ÔÓÚÂflÌÓ ‚˚ÒÓÍÓÚÂıÌÓÎÓ„Ë˜ÌÓÂ ÔÓËÁ‚Ó‰ÒÚ‚Ó,
Í‡Í ˝ÚÓ ÔÓËÁÓ¯ÎÓ Ì‡ ‰Û„Ëı ÔÂ‰ÔËflÚËflı. 

äÒÚ‡ÚË, ‚ àÁ‡ËÎÂ ÔÓÒÎÂ Á‡‚Â¯ÂÌËfl ÍÓÌÒÚ-
ÛÍÚÓÒÍÓÈ ‡Á‡·ÓÚÍË ÔÓÂÍÚ‡ Ú‡ÌÍ‡ Merkava
Mk4, ÏÌÓ„ËÂ Ëı ˝ÍÓÌÓÏËÒÚ˚ ÚÓÊÂ ÔÓÒ˜ËÚ‡ÎË

˜ÂÁ‚˚˜‡ÈÌÓ ‰ÓÓ„ËÏ. èÓ ÌÂÍÓÚÓ˚Ï Ëı ÓˆÂÌ-
Í‡Ï, ÚÓÎ¸ÍÓ ‚ 2003 „Ó‰Û Ì‡ ÌÂ„Ó ·˚ÎÓ Á‡Ú‡˜ÂÌÓ
1 ÏÎ‰. ËÁ‡ËÎ¸ÒÍËı ¯ÂÍÂÎÂÈ (ÔË·ÎËÁËÚÂÎ¸ÌÓ.
US$ 226 ÏÎÌ.). Ç 2003 „. ÏËÌËÒÚÂÒÚ‚Ó Ó·ÓÓÌ˚
àÁ‡ËÎfl ÙÓÒËÓ‚‡ÎÓ ÔËÌflÚËÂ ÔÎ‡Ì‡ ÒÓÍ‡-
˘ÂÌËfl, ÔÓÎÛ˜Ë‚¯Â„Ó Ì‡Á‚‡ÌËÂ Kela (Í‡Ú‡ÔÛÎ¸-
Ú‡) 2008. èÎ‡Ì Kela 2008 ÔÂ‰ÛÒÏ‡ÚË‚‡Î Í‡‰Ë-
Ì‡Î¸Ì˚Â ÒÓÍ‡˘ÂÌËfl ‚ ·ÓÌÂÚ‡ÌÍÓ‚˚ı ‚ÓÈÒÍ‡ı
àÁ‡ËÎfl. çÓ, ÚÂÏ ÌÂ ÏÂÌÂÂ, „ÂÌÂ‡Î-Ï‡ÈÓ
àËÙÚ‡ı êÓÌ-í‡Î¸ (Yiftah Ron-Tal), ÍÓÏ‡Ì‰Û˛˘ËÈ
ÒÛıÓÔÛÚÌ˚ÏË ‚ÓÈÒÍ‡ÏË àÁ‡ËÎfl, ‚ 2003 „., ÔÓ‚ÂÎ
ÓÚ˜‡flÌÌÛ˛ ·Ó¸·Û ÔÓÚË‚ ËÁ‡ËÎ¸ÒÍÓ„Ó Í‡ÁÌ‡-
˜ÂÈÒÚ‚‡, ˜ÚÓ·˚ ÒÓı‡ÌËÚ¸ ÔÓÂÍÚ Merkava Mk4.
éÌ ÒÛÏÂÎ ‰ÓÍ‡Á‡Ú¸ ËÁ‡ËÎ¸ÒÍËÏ ÙËÌ‡ÌÒËÒÚ‡Ï,
˜ÚÓ ÓÒÚ‡ÌÓ‚Í‡ ˝ÚÓ„Ó ÔÓÂÍÚ‡ ÓÁÌ‡˜‡Î‡ ·˚ ÛÌË˜-
ÚÓÊÂÌËÂ ‚˚ÒÓÍÓÚÂıÌÓÎÓ„Ë˜ÌÓÈ ˝ÍÓÌÓÏËÍË àÁ-
‡ËÎfl. àÏÂÌÌÓ ˝ÚÓÚ Ù‡ÍÚÓ Ë ÔÓÏÓ„ ÒÓı‡ÌËÚ¸
ÔÓËÁ‚Ó‰ÒÚ‚Ó ÌÓ‚˚ı ·ÓÌËÓ‚‡ÌÌ˚ı Ï‡¯ËÌ.
èÓ‰ ÔÓ„‡ÏÏÛ ·˚ÎÓ „‡‡ÌÚËÓ‚‡ÌÓ ‚˚‰ÂÎÂ-
ÌËÂ ÔË·ÎËÁËÚÂÎ¸ÌÓ 800 ÏÎÌ. ËÁ‡ËÎ¸ÒÍËı ¯Â-
ÍÂÎÂÈ ‚ „Ó‰, ˜ÚÓ ÔÓÁ‚ÓÎflÎÓ ËÁ„ÓÚ‡‚ÎË‚‡Ú¸ ÔÓ
50 Ú‡ÌÍÓ‚ ‚ „Ó‰. Ü‡ÎÍÓ ÚÓÎ¸ÍÓ, ˜ÚÓ Í ÏÌÂÌË˛
ÓÒÒËÈÒÍËı ‚ÓÂÌÌ˚ı Ì‡¯Ë ˝ÍÓÌÓÏËÒÚ˚ ÒÓ‚ÒÂÏ
ÌÂ ÔËÒÎÛ¯Ë‚‡˛ÚÒfl. åÓÊÂÚ ËÏ ÌËÍÓ„‰‡ ÌÂ ÔË-
ıÓ‰ËÎÓ ‚ „ÓÎÓ‚Û ÔÓÒÚÓ Ò‡‚ÌËÚ¸ ‡ÁÏÂ˚
ÒÚ‡Ì àÁ‡ËÎfl Ë êÓÒÒËË… 

ëÂÈ˜‡Ò «ì‡Î‚‡„ÓÌÁ‡‚Ó‰» ÂÊÂ„Ó‰ÌÓ ÔÓËÁ‚Ó-
‰ËÚ ‰Îfl ÌÛÊ‰ êÓÒÒËÈÒÍÓÈ ‡ÏËË ÔÓ ÌÂÒÍÓÎ¸ÍÓ
‰ÂÒflÚÍÓ‚ í-90Ä Ë ÔÓ ÒÓÚÌÂ í-90ë Ì‡ ˝ÍÒÔÓÚ. äÓ-
ÏÂ ÚÓ„Ó, Ì‡ ˝ÚÓÏ ÊÂ ÔÂ‰ÔËflÚËË ÔÎ‡ÌËÛÂÚÒfl
ÔÓ‚Â‰ÂÌËÂ „ÎÛ·ÓÍÓÈ ÏÓ‰ÂÌËÁ‡ˆËË Ú‡ÌÍÓ‚ ÚË-
Ô‡ í-72Å Ë í-72Ä (í-72ÄÇ). èÓ‚Â‰ÂÌËÂ ÏÂÓÔË-
flÚËÈ ÔÓ Ú‡ÍÓÈ ÏÓ‰ÂÌËÁ‡ˆËË í-72Å Ë ‰Ó‚Â‰ÂÌËÂ
Ï‡¯ËÌ˚ ‰Ó ÛÓ‚Ìfl í-72Å «êÓ„‡ÚÍ‡» Ó·ÂÒÔÂ˜Ë‚‡-
ÂÚ ÔÓ‚˚¯ÂÌËÂ ÔÓÍ‡Á‡ÚÂÎÂÈ ÓÒÌÓ‚Ì˚ı ·ÓÂ‚˚ı
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BV and T-72A and B. The whole of NATO's the-
then tank fleet in Europe numbered 27,000 vehi-
cles, of which advanced designs, such as the
Leopard 2, M1 and Challenger, totalled about 10
per cent. Mention should be made that the
Soviet tanks' 125-mm main gun, firing the then
advanced ammunition, was just effective
against the latest Western tanks, as the
Leopard's and Challenger's 120-mm guns could
handle our machines. US Army M1s mounted
the 105-mm M68 main armament unable to
punch through even early T-64 examples head-
on at 1,000 m, not could they penetrate even the
T-62's armour at 1,500 m (M1A1 Abrams tanks fit-
ted with the 120-mm gun came to Europe when
the Soviets were leaving). Soviet tank guns were
able of a clean shot through 90 per cent of
NATO's tanks. Probably, it is clear not who ben-
efited most from the Conventional Forces in
Europe (CFE) Treaty, which provisions have
remained unfulfilled by the NATO countries,
while Russia has pulled out all of its 'excessive'
armour to the other side of the Urals, where the
bulk of it has been destroyed and the remnants
have become unusable at depots due to the lack
of maintenance, repair and personnel to perform
thereof.  

Currently, Russia's Armoured Force operates
about 22,000 tanks. The number may seem
impressive on the face of it, but one has to take
the size of the country and the length of its bor-
der into account. With the dissolution of the
Soviet Union and emergence of Russia, the lat-
ter did not shrink fivefold; nor did the number of
its 'potential adversaries' drop next to nothing.

é‰ËÌ ËÁ ÍÓÌ‚ÂÈÂÓ‚ «ÄÁ‡Ï‡ÒÒÍÓ„Ó Ï‡¯ËÌÓÒÚÓËÚÂÎ¸ÌÓ„Ó Á‡‚Ó‰‡» ÔËÒÚÛÔËÎ Í ÒÂËÈÌÓÏÛ

‚˚ÔÛÒÍÛ ÏÌÓ„ÓˆÂÎÂ‚Ó„Ó Ú‡ÌÒÔÓÚÌÓ„Ó ÒÂ‰ÒÚ‚‡ ÉÄá-233014 «íË„»

A production line of the Arzamas Machinebuilding Plant has launched full-rate production 
of the GAZ-233014 Tiger multirole vehicle



Ò‚ÓÈÒÚ‚ Ú‡ÌÍ‡ ÔÓ˜ÚË ‚ 2 ‡Á‡. ùÚÓ ‰‡ÂÚ ‚ÓÁÏÓÊ-
ÌÓÒÚ¸ ÔË ‡ÒıÓ‰Ó‚‡ÌËË ÓÚÌÓÒËÚÂÎ¸ÌÓ ÌÂ·ÓÎ¸-
¯Ëı ÙËÌ‡ÌÒÓ‚˚ı ÒÂ‰ÒÚ‚ ÓÒÚ‡‚ËÚ¸ Ú‡ÌÍË ÚËÔ‡
í-72 ‚ ·ÓÂ‚ÓÏ ÒÚÓ˛ Ì‡ ·ÎËÊ‡È¯ËÂ 10–15 ÎÂÚ
ÔË ÒÓÓÚ‚ÂÚÒÚ‚ËË Ëı ·ÓÂ‚˚ı Ò‚ÓÈÒÚ‚ Ú‡ÌÍ‡Ï Á‡-
Ô‡‰ÌÓ„Ó ÔÓËÁ‚Ó‰ÒÚ‚‡, Ì‡ıÓ‰fl˘ËÏËÒfl Ì‡ ‚ÓÓ-
ÛÊÂÌËË ‚Â‰Û˘Ëı ÒÚ‡Ì çÄíé. Ç ÒÓÓÚ‚ÂÚÒÚ‚ËË Ò
ÉÓÒÛ‰‡ÒÚ‚ÂÌÌÓÈ ÔÓ„‡ÏÏÓÈ ‚ÓÓÛÊÂÌËÈ
(ÉèÇ-2015) Ì‡ 2007–2015 „.„. ÂÊÂ„Ó‰ÌÓ Ì‡ «ì‡Î-

‚‡„ÓÌÁ‡‚Ó‰Â» ·Û‰ÛÚ ÏÓ‰ÂÌËÁËÓ‚‡Ú¸Òfl ÔÓ
120 Ú‡ÌÍÓ‚. ÇÒÂ„Ó Í 2015 „. ÔÂ‰ÔËflÚË˛ ÔÂ‰-
ÒÚÓËÚ ÔÓÒÚ‡‚ËÚ¸ ‰Îfl ÓÒÌ‡˘ÂÌËfl ÌÓ‚˚ÏË Ë ÏÓ-
‰ÂÌËÁËÓ‚‡ÌÌ˚ÏË Ó·‡Áˆ‡ÏË 45 Ú‡ÌÍÓ‚˚ı ·‡-
Ú‡Î¸ÓÌÓ‚ êÓÒÒËÈÒÍÓÈ ‡ÏËË, ‰Îfl ˜Â„Ó ·Û‰ÂÚ ÌÂ-
Ó·ıÓ‰ËÏÓ ÔÓÒÚÓËÚ¸ Ë ÏÓ‰ÂÌËÁËÓ‚‡Ú¸ ÔË-
ÏÂÌÓ 1400 Ú‡ÌÍÓ‚. Ç ÒÓ‚ÂÚÒÍËÂ ‚ÂÏÂÌ‡ ÚÓÎ¸ÍÓ
Ó‰ËÌ «ì‡Î‚‡„ÓÌÁ‡‚Ó‰» ÒÔ‡‚ËÎÒfl ·˚ Ò Ú‡ÍÓÈ
Á‡‰‡˜ÂÈ ‚ÒÂ„Ó Á‡ Ó‰ËÌ „Ó‰.
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On the contrary, some former 'fraternal
republics' have defected to NATO and some
have been waiting for their time to join, while
poking provocations on the Russian border to
earn Brownie points with their future masters.  

To a certain extent, Russia's independence at
the turn of the 21st century was saved by its
strategic nuclear deterrent. However, its
armoured shield was being eliminated ruthless-
ly. Almost 80,000 tanks out of the about 100,000
in the mid-1980s had been destroyed by the
beginning of the 21st century. Part of them was
obsolete, with their service lives expired, but
many of the destroyed vehicles were quite com-
bat-capable. The Russian Armoured Force
received no advanced tanks in the 1990s and
early 2000s due to the then total defence indus-
try extermination policies pursued in the coun-
try at the time. 

Prior to perestroika, the Soviet armoured
shield had been forged by several defence con-
tractors in strict compliance with detailed
plans – the Kirov plant in Leningrad (T-80B/BV),
Malyshev transport machinebuilding plant in
Kharkov (T-64BV, T-80UD), Uralvagonzavod in
Nizhny Tagil (T-72B and export-oriented T-72S)
and Omsktransmash in Omsk (T-80BV/U). The
plants used to roll out a total of 2,000-plus tanks
a month. To date, Uralvagonzavod is the only one
of them to continue to make tanks. The Kharkov-
based Malyshev plant now belongs to Ukraine
but has not been making tanks for several years
now for economic reasons. The Kirov plant has
converted to other products and lost its tank-
making ability a long time ago. Omsktransmash
has been bankrupted under the scheme refined

åÌÓ„ËÂ Ì‡‰ÂÊ‰˚ «ÇÓÎ„Ó„‡‰ÒÍÓ„Ó Ú‡ÍÚÓÌÓ„Ó Á‡‚Ó‰‡» Ò‚flÁ‡Ì˚ Ò ÔËÌflÚËÂÏ 

Ì‡ ‚ÓÓÛÊÂÌËÂ Ò‡ÏÓıÓ‰ÌÓ„Ó ÓÛ‰Ëfl 2ë25 «ëÔÛÚ-ëÑ»

The Volgograd Tractor Plant pins its hopes on the 2S25 Sprut-SD 
self-propelled gun entering the inventory

éÏÒÍÓÂ ÍÓÌÒÚÛÍÚÓÒÍÓÂ ·˛Ó Ú‡ÌÒÔÓÚÌÓ„Ó Ï‡¯ËÌÓÒÚÓÂÌËfl ÓËÂÌÚËÓ‚‡ÌÓ 

Ì‡ ‡Á‡·ÓÚÍÛ ÌÓ‚˚ı ·ÓÂ‚˚ı ÓÚ‰ÂÎÂÌËÈ ‰Îfl Ú‡ÌÍÓ‚

The Omsk-based Transport Machinebuilding Design Bureau focuses 
on developing fighting compartments to fit tanks
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ó‡ÒÚ¸ ËÁ ÛÍ‡Á‡ÌÌÓ„Ó ÍÓÎË˜ÂÒÚ‚‡ Ï‡¯ËÌ ÒÓ-
ÒÚ‡‚flÚ Ú‡ÌÍË, ÔÓ¯Â‰¯ËÂ ÏÓ‰ÂÌËÁ‡ˆË˛ Ì‡
«éÏÒÍÚ‡ÌÒÏ‡¯Â». ùÚÓ ·Û‰ÛÚ Ú‡ÌÍË ÚËÔ‡ í-80
(í-80Å Ë í-80ÅÇ), ÍÓÚÓ˚Â ÔË ÔÓ‚Â‰ÂÌËË Í‡ÔË-
Ú‡Î¸ÌÓ„Ó ÂÏÓÌÚ‡ Ì‡ ‰‡ÌÌÓÏ Á‡‚Ó‰Â ·Û‰ÛÚ ÏÓ-
‰ÂÌËÁËÓ‚‡Ì˚ ‰Ó ÛÓ‚Ìfl í-80ì Ë í-80ìä ÚÓÎ¸-
ÍÓ Ò ·ÓÎÂÂ ÒÓ‚Â¯ÂÌÌ˚Ï ÔËˆÂÎ¸Ì˚Ï ÍÓÏÔÎÂ-
ÍÒÓÏ, ËÏÂ˛˘ËÏ ÚÂÔÎÓ‚ËÁËÓÌÌ˚Â ÔË·Ó˚. Ç
ÔÂÒÔÂÍÚË‚Â Ì‡ ˝ÚÓÏ ÊÂ Á‡‚Ó‰Â ÔÎ‡ÌËÛÂÚÒfl
ÓÒÌ‡˘‡Ú¸ ‚ ıÓ‰Â ÔÓ‚Â‰ÂÌËfl ÏÓ‰ÂÌËÁ‡ˆËË
‚ÒÂ Ú‡ÌÍË ÌÓ‚˚Ï ÛÌË‚ÂÒ‡Î¸Ì˚Ï ·ÓÂ‚˚Ï ÓÚ‰Â-
ÎÂÌËÂÏ, ËÏÂ˛˘ËÏ ÒÓ‚ÂÏÂÌÌÛ˛ ÒËÒÚÂÏÛ ÛÔ‡-
‚ÎÂÌËfl Ó„ÌÂÏ, ÔÓ‚˚¯ÂÌÌ˚È ÛÓ‚ÂÌ¸ Á‡˘Ë˘ÂÌ-
ÌÓÒÚË, ÌÓ‚˚È ÍÓÏÔÎÂÍÒ ‚ÓÓÛÊÂÌËfl, ˜ÚÓ Ó·ÂÒ-
ÔÂ˜ËÚ ÏÓ‰ÂÌËÁËÓ‚‡ÌÌ˚Ï Ï‡¯ËÌ‡Ï ÔÓ‚˚¯Â-
ÌËÂ ÓÒÌÓ‚Ì˚ı ·ÓÂ‚˚ı Ò‚ÓÈÒÚ‚ ‚ ‡Á˚.

Ç Ì‡ÒÚÓfl˘ÂÂ ÊÂ ‚ÂÏfl ‚ ·ÓÂ‚ÓÏ ÒÓÒÚ‡‚Â
êÓÒÒËÈÒÍÓÈ ‡ÏËË ËÏÂÂÚÒfl ‚ÒÂ„Ó ˜ÛÚ¸ ·ÓÎÂÂ
200 Ú‡ÌÍÓ‚ í-90 Ë í-90Ä. èË˜ÂÏ í-90 ·˚ÎË ‚˚ÔÛ-
˘ÂÌ˚ Â˘Â ‚ Ì‡˜‡ÎÂ 90-ı „„. Ë ËÏË ·˚Î ÛÍÓÏÔÎÂ-
ÍÚÓ‚‡Ì Ó‰ËÌ Ú‡ÌÍÓ‚˚È ÔÓÎÍ ‚ á‡·‡ÈÍ‡Î¸Â. ÇÓ-
ÁÓ·ÌÓ‚ÎÂÌËÂ ÒÂËÈÌÓ„Ó ÒÚÓËÚÂÎ¸ÒÚ‚‡ Ú‡ÌÍÓ‚
í-90 (ÛÊÂ ÔÓ‰ ËÌ‰ÂÍÒÓÏ í-90Ä) ‰Îfl ÌÛÊ‰ Ì‡¯ÂÈ
ÒÚ‡Ì˚ Ì‡˜‡ÎÓÒ¸ ·ÛÍ‚‡Î¸ÌÓ ÚË „Ó‰‡ Ì‡Á‡‰. á‡

˝ÚË „Ó‰˚ êÓÒÒËÈÒÍÓÈ ‡ÏËË ·˚ÎÓ ÔÓÒÚ‡‚ÎÂÌÓ
‰‚‡ ·‡Ú‡Î¸ÓÌ‡ ̋ ÚËı ·ÓÂ‚˚ı Ï‡¯ËÌ, ÍÓÚÓ˚Â ÔÓ-
ÒÚÛÔËÎË ‚ åÓÒÍÓ‚ÒÍËÈ ‚ÓÂÌÌ˚È ÓÍÛ„, ÒÚ‡‚¯ËÈ
ÔÓÒÎÂ ‡Á‚‡Î‡ ëëëê ÔË„‡ÌË˜Ì˚Ï.

äÓÏÂ ÚÓ„Ó, Ì‡ ÔÓËÁ‚Ó‰ÒÚ‚ÂÌÌ˚Â ÏÓ˘ÌÓÒÚË
«ì‡Î‚‡„ÓÌÁ‡‚Ó‰‡» ‚ ·ÎËÊ‡È¯ËÂ „Ó‰˚ ÎflÊÂÚ
ÔÓËÁ‚Ó‰ÒÚ‚Ó ·ÓÌËÓ‚‡ÌÌÓÈ Ï‡¯ËÌ˚ ÌÓ‚Ó„Ó
ÍÎ‡ÒÒ‡ - Ååèí (·ÓÂ‚‡fl Ï‡¯ËÌ‡ ÔÓ‰‰ÂÊÍË Ú‡Ì-
ÍÓ‚), ÔËÌflÚÓÈ Ì‡ ‚ÓÓÛÊÂÌËÂ êÓÒÒËÈÒÍÓÈ ‡-
ÏËË ÒÓ‚ÒÂÏ ÌÂ‰‡‚ÌÓ. ÇÔÓÎÌÂ ‚ÂÓflÚÌÓ, ˜ÚÓ ˜Â-
ÂÁ Í‡ÍÓÂ-ÚÓ ‚ÂÏfl Ú‡ÍËÂ Ï‡¯ËÌ˚ Á‡‚Ó‰Û ÔË-
‰ÂÚÒfl ÔÓËÁ‚Ó‰ËÚ¸ Ë ‰Îfl ˝ÍÒÔÓÚÌ˚ı ÔÓÒÚ‡‚ÓÍ,
Ú‡Í Í‡Í ËÌÚÂÂÒ Í ÌÂÈ ÒÓ ÒÚÓÓÌ˚ Á‡Û·ÂÊÌ˚ı
ÒÔÂˆË‡ÎËÒÚÓ‚ Ó„ÓÏÂÌ.

àÁ ËÏÂ˛˘ËıÒfl ÔËÏÂÌÓ 4 Ú˚Ò. Â‰ËÌËˆ Ú‡Ì-
ÍÓ‚ í-80ì Ë í-72Å (í-72Åå), ÔÓÒÚÓÂÌÌ˚ı ‚ ÍÓÌ-
ˆÂ 80-ı Ì‡˜‡ÎÂ 90-ı „„. ÔÓ¯ÎÓ„Ó ‚ÂÍ‡, ÓÒÌÓ‚Ì‡fl
˜‡ÒÚ¸ ÒÓÒÂ‰ÓÚÓ˜ÂÌ‡ ‚ åÓÒÍÓ‚ÒÍÓÏ, ãÂÌËÌ-
„‡‰ÒÍÓÏ, á‡·‡ÈÍ‡Î¸ÒÍÓÏ, èË‚ÓÎÊÒÍÓ-ì‡Î¸-
ÒÍÓÏ Ë ëÂ‚ÂÓ-ä‡‚Í‡ÁÒÍÓÏ ÓÍÛ„‡ı. èÓ Ò‚ÓËÏ
ÓÒÌÓ‚Ì˚Ï Ú‡ÍÚËÍÓ-ÚÂıÌË˜ÂÒÍËÏ ı‡‡ÍÚÂËÒÚË-
Í‡Ï ÓÌË ÌÂ ÛÒÚÛÔ‡˛Ú ·ÓÎ¸¯ËÌÒÚ‚Û Ó·‡ÁˆÓ‚,
ÒÓÒÚÓfl˘Ëı Ì‡ ‚ÓÓÛÊÂÌËË ÒÚ‡Ì çÄíé, Ó‰Ì‡ÍÓ
ÛÒÚÛÔ‡˛Ú ÔÓ ‚ÓÁÏÓÊÌÓÒÚflÏ Ó·Ì‡ÛÊÂÌËfl ˆÂ-
ÎÂÈ ‚ ÌÓ˜Ì˚ı Ë ÔÎÓıËı (‰˚Ï, Ô˚Î¸, ÚÛÏ‡Ì Ë Ú.‰.)
ÛÒÎÓ‚Ëflı ‚Ë‰ËÏÓÒÚË ÌÂÍÓÚÓ˚Ï ÚËÔ‡Ï ÌÓ‚˚ı
Ú‡ÌÍÓ‚ ÒÚ‡Ì çÄíé, Ú‡ÍËÏ Í‡Í «ãÂÓÔ‡‰ 2Ä5» Ë
«ãÂÓÔ‡‰ 2Ä6», «ãÂÍÎÂÍ», å1Ä2 «Ä·‡ÏÒ»,
«óÂÎÎÂÌ‰ÊÂ 2». çÂÒÏÓÚfl Ì‡ ÚÓ, ˜ÚÓ ÌÓ‚˚Â Á‡-
Ô‡‰Ì˚Â Ó·‡Áˆ˚ Ë ÔÓfl‚ËÎËÒ¸ Ì‡ 10–15 ÎÂÚ ÔÓÁ-
ÊÂ Ú‡ÌÍÓ‚ ÒÓÒÚ‡‚Îfl˛˘Ëı ÓÒÌÓ‚Û ÓÒÒËÈÒÍÓ„Ó
Ô‡Í‡, ÓÌË ÌÂ ËÏÂ˛Ú ÔÂÂ‰ ÌËÏË ÁÌ‡˜ËÚÂÎ¸Ì˚ı
ÔÂËÏÛ˘ÂÒÚ‚, ·Î‡„Ó‰‡fl ÚÓÏÛ, ˜ÚÓ ÒÓ‚ÂÚÒÍÓÂ
Ú‡ÌÍÓÒÚÓÂÌËÂ ‚ÒÂ„‰‡ ÌÂÒÍÓÎ¸ÍÓ ÓÔÂÂÊ‡ÎÓ ‚
‡Á‚ËÚËË Á‡Ô‡‰Ì˚ı ÍÓÌÍÛÂÌÚÓ‚. äÓÏÂ ÚÓ„Ó, ‚
70-Â „Ó‰˚ ÔÓ¯ÎÓ„Ó ÒÚÓÎÂÚËfl ÔË ÔÓÂÍÚËÓ‚‡-
ÌËË ÓÚÂ˜ÂÒÚ‚ÂÌÌ˚ı Ï‡¯ËÌ ‚ Ëı ÍÓÌÒÚÛÍˆË˛
·˚Î Á‡ÎÓÊÂÌ ÁÌ‡˜ËÚÂÎ¸Ì˚È ÔÓÚÂÌˆË‡Î, Ó·ÂÒÔÂ-
˜Ë‚‡˛˘ËÈ ËÏ ÒÓı‡ÌÂÌËÂ «‰ÓÎ„ÓÎÂÚÌÂÈ ÒÎÛÊ-
·˚». èË Â‡ÎËÁ‡ˆËË ‡Á‡·ÓÚ‡ÌÌ˚ı ‚ ÔÓÒÎÂ‰-
ÌÂÂ ‚ÂÏfl ÓÚÂ˜ÂÒÚ‚ÂÌÌ˚ÏË ÍÓÌÒÚÛÍÚÓ‡ÏË
ÔÓ„‡ÏÏ ÏÓ‰ÂÌËÁ‡ˆËË, Ï‡¯ËÌ˚ ÛÍ‡Á‡ÌÌ˚ı
ÚËÔÓ‚ ÌÂ ÚÓÎ¸ÍÓ ÒÏÓ„ÛÚ Ò‡‚ÌflÚ¸Òfl ÔÓ ÓÒÌÓ‚-
Ì˚Ï ÔÓÍ‡Á‡ÚÂÎflÏ ·ÓÂ‚ÓÈ ˝ÙÙÂÍÚË‚ÌÓÒÚË Ò ÒÓ-
‚ÂÏÂÌÌ˚ÏË Ú‡ÌÍ‡ÏË Á‡Ô‡‰Ì˚ı ÒÚ‡Ì, ÌÓ ÔÓ
ÌÂÍÓÚÓ˚Ï ËÁ ÌËı Ë ÔÂ‚ÁÓÈÚË Ëı. Ä ‰Îfl Â‡ÎË-
Á‡ˆËË ˝ÚËı ÔÓ„‡ÏÏ ÏÓ‰ÂÌËÁ‡ˆËË ÒÍÓÂÂ

О б о з р е н и е  а р м и и  и  ф л о т а
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in this country. Now, attempts are being made to
resuscitate it but to operate it as an MRO and
upgrade centre only. This means that the com-
pany, formerly a Soviet leader in tank manufac-
ture, is no longer capable of the turnaround.
Providing maintenance, repair and overhaul and
upgrading tanks is the only thing it can do. 

Uralvagonzavod has managed to stick it out
due to its sideline products – railway cars and
tank cars. However, the main part in rescuing
the company was played by its current director
general, Nikolai Malykh, whose efforts brought
the plant up from its knees and had tank produc-
tion restarted, albeit for export at first. What
matters is the high-tech production capabilities
have not been lost, which has been the case
with other tank manufacturers. 

By the way, following the completion of
designing the Merkava Mk4, many Israeli
economists considered the tank to be too
expensive as well. According to some esti-
mates, 1 billion shekels (about $ 226 million)
were spent on it in 2003 alone. That year, the
Israeli Defence Ministry stepped up its efforts
to have the Kela 2008 (Catapult 2008) reduction
plan adopted. The plan provided for a drastic
reduction in the Israeli armoured corps.
Nonetheless, Gen. Yiftah Ron-Tal, commander
of the Israeli Army, dug in his heels to oppose
Israeli financiers to save the Merkava Mk4
programme. He succeeded in proving that ter-
mination of the programme would have
equalled to eliminating Israel's high-tech
economy. This consideration helped the
advanced armoured vehicle production capa-
bility to survive. About 800 million shekels per
annum were promised to keep the programme
afloat, which allowed production of 50 tanks a
year. It is a shame that Russian economist do
not care about the military's opinion whatsoev-
er. Maybe, it has never occurred to them to
compare the size of Israel and that of Russia. 

Now, Uralvagonzavod makes annually several
dozen T-90As for the Russian Army and a hun-
dred T-90S's for export. In addition, there are
plans for the company to handle heavy upgrade
of the T-72B and T-72A (T-72AV). Such upgrade
of the T-72B to T-72B Rogatka standard would
virtually double the tank's basic combat charac-
teristics. Requiring a rather modest expenditure,

äÛ„‡ÌÏ‡¯Á‡‚Ó‰» ÔÓ‰ÓÎÊ‡ÂÚ ÔÓÒÚ‡‚ÍÛ

·ÓÂ‚˚ı Ï‡¯ËÌ ÔÂıÓÚ˚ ÔÓ „ÓÒÛ‰‡ÒÚ‚ÂÌÌÓÏÛ

Á‡Í‡ÁÛ Ë Ì‡ ˝ÍÒÔÓÚ

5Kurganmashzavod continues to deliver 
infantry fighting vehicles for the domestic 
and foreign users

ÇÓÎ„Ó„‡‰ÒÍËÈ Ú‡ÍÚÓÌ˚È Á‡‚Ó‰» Á‡ÌËÏ‡ÂÚÒfl ‚˚ÔÛÒÍÓÏ ÎÂ„ÍÓÈ ·ÓÌÂÚÂıÌËÍË

The Volgograd Tractor Plant is a manufacturer of lightly armoured combat vehicles



‚ÒÂ„Ó ·Û‰ÛÚ Á‡‰ÂÈÒÚ‚Ó‚‡Ì˚ «ì‡Î‚‡„ÓÌÁ‡‚Ó‰»
Ë «éÏÒÍÚ‡ÌÒÏ‡¯», ÌÂ Ò˜ËÚ‡fl ÔÂ‰ÔËflÚËfl-
ÒÏÂÊÌËÍË, ÔÓÒÚ‡‚Îfl˛˘ËÂ ÏÌÓ„ËÂ ‡„Â„‡Ú˚,
ÒËÒÚÂÏ˚ Ë ÓÚ‰ÂÎ¸Ì˚Â Á‡Ô‡ÒÌ˚Â ˜‡ÒÚË.

éÍÓÌ˜‡ÚÂÎ¸ÌÛ˛ Ò·ÓÍÛ Ë ÔÓÒÎÂ‰Û˛˘Û˛ ÔÓ-
ÒÚ‡‚ÍÛ ·ÓÌÂÚÂıÌËÍË ÎÂ„ÍÓ„Ó ÍÎ‡ÒÒ‡ (Ååè,
ÅåÑ, Åíê) ‚ ëëëê ‚˚ÔÓÎÌflÎË Ú‡ÍËÂ ÔÂ‰ÔË-
flÚËfl, Í‡Í «äÛ„‡ÌÏ‡¯Á‡‚Ó‰» (Ååè-1, Ååè-2,
Ååè-3), «ï‡¸ÍÓ‚ÒÍËÈ Ú‡ÍÚÓÌ˚È» (åí-ãÅ Ë
åí-ãÅì), «ÄÁ‡Ï‡ÒÒÍËÈ Ï‡¯ËÌÓÒÚÓËÚÂÎ¸-
Ì˚È» (Åíê-70, Åíê-80, ÅêÑå-2 Ë Ï‡¯ËÌ˚ Ì‡ Ëı
·‡ÁÂ), «ÇÓÎ„Ó„‡‰ÒÍËÈ Ú‡ÍÚÓÌ˚È» (ÅåÑ-1,
ÅåÑ-2, ÅåÑ-3, Åíê-Ñ), «ÉÄá» (‡ÁÎË˜Ì˚Â ÍÓ-
ÎÂÒÌ˚Â Åíê), «êÛ·ˆÓ‚ÒÍËÈ Ï‡¯ËÌÓÒÚÓËÚÂÎ¸-
Ì˚È» (Åêå-1ä, Åêå-3ä «ê˚Ò¸»), «à¯ËÏ·‡ÈÒÍËÈ
Ï‡¯ËÌÓÒÚÓËÚÂÎ¸Ì˚È» (‰‚ÛıÁ‚ÂÌÌ˚Â Ú‡ÌÒ-
ÔÓÚÂ˚ ÚËÔ‡ Ñí-10 Ë Ñí-30 «ÇËÚflÁ¸») Á‡‚Ó‰˚.
Ö˘Â ÌÂÒÍÓÎ¸ÍÓ ÎÂÚ Ì‡Á‡‰ ·ÓÎ¸¯ËÌÒÚ‚Ó ˝ÚËı
ÔÂ‰ÔËflÚËÈ Ô‡ÍÚË˜ÂÒÍË ÔÓÒÚ‡Ë‚‡ÎÓ. ï‡¸-
ÍÓ‚ÒÍËÈ Á‡‚Ó‰ ÓÒÚ‡ÎÒfl ‚ ìÍ‡ËÌÂ, ÒÂËÈÌÓ„Ó
ÔÓËÁ‚Ó‰ÒÚ‚‡ ·ÓÌÂÚ‡ÌÍÓ‚ÓÈ ÚÂıÌËÍË Ë Ò‡ÏÓ-
ıÓ‰Ì˚ı ‡ÚËÎÎÂËÈÒÍËı ÛÒÚ‡ÌÓ‚ÓÍ Ì‡ ÌÂÏ ÒÂÈ-
˜‡Ò ÌÂÚ, ÔÂ‰ÔËflÚËÂ Á‡ÌËÏ‡ÂÚÒfl ÏÓ‰ÂÌËÁ‡-
ˆËÂÈ Â‰ËÌË˜Ì˚ı ˝ÍÁÂÏÔÎflÓ‚ åí-ãÅ. àÁ ÓÒÚ‡‚-
¯ËıÒfl ÓÒÒËÈÒÍËı ÔÂ‰ÔËflÚËÈ ·ÓÎ¸¯‡fl Ëı
˜‡ÒÚ¸ Ò ˝ÚÓ„Ó „Ó‰‡ ÔËÒÚÛÔËÎ‡ Í ÒÂËÈÌÓÏÛ (ıÓ-
Úfl Ë ‚ ÌÂ·ÓÎ¸¯Ëı Ï‡Ò¯Ú‡·‡ı) ÔÓËÁ‚Ó‰ÒÚ‚Û ÓÒ-
‚ÓÂÌÌÓÈ ‚ ÔÂÊÌËÂ „Ó‰˚ Ë ÌÓ‚ÓÈ ÚÂıÌËÍË. 

í‡Í, «äÛ„‡ÌÏ‡¯Á‡‚Ó‰» ÔÓÎÛ˜ËÎ „ÓÒÓ·ÓÓÌ-
Á‡Í‡Á Ì‡ 4 „Ó‰‡ Ì‡ ÔÓÒÚ‡‚ÍÛ êÓÒÒËÈÒÍÓÈ ‡ÏËË
ÏÓ‰ÂÌËÁËÓ‚‡ÌÌ˚ı ·ÓÂ‚˚ı Ï‡¯ËÌ ÔÂıÓÚ˚

Ååè-3. ÖÊÂ„Ó‰ÌÓ ÔÂ‰ÔËflÚËÂ ·Û‰ÂÚ ÔÓÒÚ‡‚-
ÎflÚ¸ ÌÂÒÍÓÎ¸ÍÓ ‰ÂÒflÚÍÓ‚ Ú‡ÍËı ·ÓÂ‚˚ı Ï‡¯ËÌ.
äÓÏÂ ÚÓ„Ó, Á‡‚Ó‰ ÓÒÛ˘ÂÒÚ‚ÎflÂÚ Í‡ÔËÚ‡Î¸Ì˚È
ÂÏÓÌÚ Ë ÏÓ‰ÂÌËÁ‡ˆË˛ ‚Ó ‚ÂÏfl Â„Ó ÔÓ‚Â‰Â-
ÌËfl Ååè-2. ÅÓÂ‚˚Â ‚ÓÁÏÓÊÌÓÒÚË ˝ÚÓÈ Ï‡¯ËÌ˚
ÔÓÒÎÂ ÏÓ‰ÂÌËÁ‡ˆËË ‚ÓÁ‡ÒÚ‡˛Ú ‚ ÌÂÒÍÓÎ¸ÍÓ
‡Á Á‡ Ò˜ÂÚ ÔÓ‚˚¯ÂÌËfl Ó„ÌÂ‚ÓÈ ÏÓ˘Ë, Á‡˘Ë-
˘ÂÌÌÓÒÚË, ÔÓ‰‚ËÊÌÓÒÚË Ë ÍÓÏ‡Ì‰ÌÓÈ ÛÔ‡‚Îfl-
ÂÏÓÒÚË. äÒÚ‡ÚË, ÔÓËÁ‚Ó‰ËÏ‡fl ‚ Ì‡ÒÚÓfl˘ÂÂ
‚ÂÏfl «äÛ„‡ÌÏ‡¯Á‡‚Ó‰ÓÏ» Ååè-3 ÚÓÊÂ ÁÌ‡-
˜ËÚÂÎ¸ÌÓ ÓÚÎË˜‡ÂÚÒfl ÔÓ Ò‚ÓËÏ ÔÓÍ‡Á‡ÚÂÎflÏ ‚
ÎÛ˜¯Û˛ ÒÚÓÓÌÛ ÓÚ ÚÓÈ Ååè-3, ÍÓÚÓ‡fl ÔËÌË-
Ï‡Î‡Ò¸ Ì‡ ‚ÓÓÛÊÂÌËÂ ‚ 1987 „.

èÓÏËÏÓ ÔÓÒÚ‡‚ÓÍ ÔÓ „ÓÒÓ·ÓÓÌÁ‡Í‡ÁÛ ÍÛ-
„‡ÌÒÍÓÏÛ Á‡‚Ó‰Û ÔÂ‰ÒÚÓËÚ ÔÓ‡·ÓÚ‡Ú¸ ‰Îfl ‚˚-
ÔÓÎÌÂÌËfl ˝ÍÒÔÓÚÌ˚ı ÔÓÒÚ‡‚ÓÍ Ååè-3, ÍÓÚÓ-
˚Â ÔÓÎ¸ÁÛ˛ÚÒfl ÒÔÓÒÓÏ ‚ ‡‡·ÒÍËı ÒÚ‡Ì‡ı
ÛÊÂ ‰‡‚ÌÓ. ÇÔÓ˜ÂÏ, ÓÚÂ˜ÂÒÚ‚ÂÌÌ˚Â Ååè
ÔÓÎ¸ÁÛ˛ÚÒfl Û‚‡ÊÂÌËÂÏ ÌÂ ÚÓÎ¸ÍÓ Û ÚÂı, ÍÚÓ Ëı
ÔËÓ·ÂÚ‡ÂÚ. çÂ‰‡‚ÌÓ ‚ ãÓÌ‰ÓÌÂ Ì‡ ‚˚ÒÚ‡‚ÍÂ
DSEi-2007 ‚ÓÂÌÌÓÒÎÛÊ‡˘ËÂ ·ËÚ‡ÌÒÍÓÈ ‡ÏËË
‚ ÔË‚‡ÚÌÓÈ ·ÂÒÂ‰Â Ó˜ÂÌ¸ ‚˚ÒÓÍÓ ÓÚÁ˚‚‡ÎËÒ¸ Ó
Ì‡¯Ëı ·ÓÂ‚˚ı Ï‡¯ËÌ‡ı ÔÂıÓÚ˚.

Ç ÒÛÓ‚˚Â ‰Îfl ÓÚÂ˜ÂÒÚ‚ÂÌÌÓ Ó·ÓÓÌÌÓÈ ÔÓ-
Ï˚¯ÎÂÌÌÓÒÚË 90-Â „Ó‰˚, ÒÛÏÂÎ Û‰ÂÊ‡Ú¸Òfl Ì‡
ÔÎ‡‚Û «ÄÁ‡Ï‡ÒÒÍËÈ Ï‡¯ËÌÓÒÚÓËÚÂÎ¸Ì˚È Á‡-
‚Ó‰». Ç˚Û˜‡ÎË ˝ÍÒÔÓÚÌ˚Â ÔÓÒÚ‡‚ÍË, ÔÓËÁ-
‚Ó‰ÒÚ‚Ó ÍÓÌ‚ÂÒËÓÌÌÓÈ ÚÂıÌËÍË Ì‡ ¯‡ÒÒË ËÁ-
‚ÂÒÚÌ˚ı Ì‡ ‚ÂÒ¸ ÏË ·ÓÌÂÚ‡ÌÒÔÓÚÂÓ‚.
ëÂÈ˜‡Ò ÔÂ‰ÔËflÚËÂ Ì‡‡˘Ë‚‡ÂÚ ÚÂÏÔ˚ ÔÓËÁ-
‚Ó‰ÒÚ‚‡, ÓÒ‚‡Ë‚‡ÂÚ ‚˚ÔÛÒÍ ÌÓ‚ÓÈ ÚÂıÌËÍË. í‡Í,
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this would allow the T-72 fleet to remain in ser-
vice for another 10-15 years, with their perfor-
mance matching that of the western tanks in the
inventory of NATO's heavyweights.
Uralvagonzavod is to upgrade 120 vehicles a
year under the 2007-15 State Armament
Programme. In all, the company will have had to
deliver by 2015 a total worth of 45 tank battalions
to the Russian Army, to which end it will have
built and upgraded about 1,400 vehicles. At the
Soviet times, Uralvagonzavod alone would have
completed the job in only a year. 

Part of the above number of tanks is to be the
vehicles upgraded by Omsktransmash – the
T-80Bs and T-80BVs to be upgraded to T-80U and
T-80UK standards during their overhaul. They,
however, will feature a more sophisticated fire
control suite using thermal imagers. Farther
down the road, the plant is going to modernise
tanks by equipping them with an advanced fight-
ing compartment featuring a cutting-edge fire
control suite, enhanced protection and an
advanced weapons suite, which will drive
upgraded vehicles' combat capabilities up by
several times.  

At present, the Russian Army operates barely
over 200 T-90 and T-90A tanks, with the T-90s
built as far back as the early '90s and fielded
with a single tank regiment in Transbaikalia. Full-
rate production of the T-90, designated as T-90A,
for the Russian Army resumed just three years
ago. Since then, the army has taken delivery of
enough T-90As to field with two tank battalions.
The vehicles have been given to the Moscow
Military District made a border military district
by the collapse of the Soviet Union.  

In addition, Uralvagonzavod will soon have to
shoulder production of a new-class armoured
product - the BMPT tank-support combat vehi-
cle - brought into service with the Russian Army
recently. It is quite possible that the plant will
have to make the BMPT for foreign customers
some time in the future, since foreign experts
have been very keen on it. 

Most of the 4,000-plus T-80U and T-72B/BM
tanks made in the late '80s and early '90s are
operated by units in the Moscow, Leningrad,
Transbaikal, Volga-Urals and North Caucasus
Military Districts.  

In terms of basic characteristics, they are
on a par with most NATO designs, but their
ability to acquire targets at night and in limit-
ed visibility conditions (smoke, dust, fog, etc.)
is inferior to that of advanced NATO tanks,
e.g. the Leopard 2A5/6, Leclerc, M1A2 Abrams
and Challenger. Despite the advanced
Western tanks emerging 10–15 years after the
designs making up the mainstay of the
Russian tank fleet, they feature no consider-
able advantage, since the Soviet tank industry
had always led its Western rivals to a certain
degree. In addition, the Soviet tanks designed
in the '70s feature a considerable upgrade-
ability permitting them to remain in service for
a long time. If the recent Russian tank
upgrade programmes are fulfilled, the basic
combat capabilities of the vehicles in ques-
tion will not only match that of the up-to-date
Western tanks, but exceed some of them as

ëÓ‚ÂÏÂÌÌ‡fl ·ÓÌÂÚÂıÌËÍ‡ ÚÂ·ÛÂÚ ÒÓ‚ÂÏÂÌÌÓ„Ó ÚÂıÌË˜ÂÒÍÓ„Ó ÓÒÌ‡˘ÂÌËfl ÔÓËÁ‚Ó‰ÒÚ‚‡

Making up-to-date armoured vehicles call for advanced production facilities




