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BPOHA POGCCMM

OcTaHeTcs ¥ 0HA TaKOH )Ke KPenkou, Kaxk npu GCCP?
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04AT cnyxu, 4to B 1949 . GbIBLINIA MK-

HucTp o6opoHbl CLUA ®oppecton Bbi-

GpocuncA M3 okHa CBOero kabuHeTa ¢
kpukamu: «Pycckme nayt! Pycckue TaHKM Ha
ynuuax Heto-Mopka!l». He mory ¢ noctoBepHo-
CTbH YTBEPXAATb Tak /1, B CAMOM JieNe, BCe U
Mpou30LWN0, HO U OTpULATb NOA0BGHOro pas-
BepTbIBaHUA coObITHIA ToxXe He cTouT. CCCP B
TeuYeHue BCEro BPEMEHM BMI0Tb 40 Npekpadle-
HUA CBOEr0 CYL|eCTBOBAHWA COXpaHAN abco-
NOTHOE YUCNIEHHOE M KavyecTBEHHOE MpeBoC-
xoacTBo Hag HATO B TaHkax. 3ameTbTe, 6e3
yyeTa cTpaH Bapwasckoro gorosopa. laxe B
Te BpemeHa, koraa B CCCP oTeuyecTBeHHoe
TaHKOCTPOEHME NepexxunBano Kpu3uc u3-3a ys-
NeYeHNA pakeTaMu 0AHOr0 U3 PYKOBOAMTENEN
CTpaHbl.

He 3Hato, 0TKyZa NOLUNM HACTPOEHUA Y HEKOTO-
PbiX HbIHELLHUX pykoBoauTeneil B MuHucTepcTee
060pOHbI M APYrUX roCcCTPYKTypax no noBoAdy He-
HY>XHOCTU TaHKoB AnA Poccum, HO pasroBopbl 0
TOM, Y4TO TaHKM OTXXUNN CBOIA BeK, HET-HET, Aa v
NOABNATCA HA CTPaHULaxX oTeyecTBeHHbIX CMU.
[Ja v B Kynyapax leHepanbHoro wrta6a Kak-To
npo3Byy4ano: «He BUAMM Mbl MECTO TaHKY, Ha COB-
pemeHHoM none 60sA». OfHaKo, YTO Te reHepans
BMAAT BMECTO TaHKa Ha COBPEMeHHOM nosne 601,
OHY TOXE He CMOINN OTBETHUTb.

Mpexnae, 4em NPOAOKUTL Pacckas O HbiHeLl-
HEeM COCTOAHWUM 0TEYECTBEHHOr0 TaHKOCTPOEHUA,
HaZ0 BCE e OMPeAeNnuTbCA: HyXHbI TaHku Poc-
cvm unm HeT? [inA 3T0ro Heo6xoAMMO NPOCTO Npo-
aHanu3upoBaTb ONbIT 60eBbIX AEACTBUI B XO4e
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pa3NUyHbIX BOMH M BOEHHbIX KOH(NMKTOB, Moc-
nepHux 10 neT u Bce cTaHeT AcHO. A aHanu3 3ToT
rOBOPUT O TOM, YTO HW OANH U3 KOHC(DIUKTOB, He
roBopA yXXe 0 JIoKaNbHbIX BOWHAX, HE 06X0AuncA
6e3 ucnonb3oBaHMA Ha nonie 60A TaHKOB U APyrux
60€eBbIx 6pOHMPOBAHHbIX MaLwuH. [la, TaHKM B 3TUX
KOHANMKTaX HeCNM noTepw, Kak Hecnu notepu
BMIM, BTPbI, aBToM06UNK, camoneTbl, BepTone-
Tbl, 60eBble Kopa6nu, NexoTa, apTUNNepua u BCE,
4TO B 3TUX KOHChNIMKTAX yyacTBoBano. MosTopan,
1 Gyly NOBTOPATb eLle He pa3 — akcuoMmy Nio6oit
BOIAHbI, FNacHALLei 0 TOM, YTO NMOKa Canor nexoTuH-
L1a He CTYMUT Ha BPaXXeCKy TeppUTOpHUIo, TO OHa
6yneT ocTaBaTbCA BPaXeCKOM — HUKTO He 0TMe-
HAn. [laxxe ecnu Ha Toi TeppuUTOpUM He OCTaHeT-
CA HW 0JHOro XuBoro yenoseka. Bce cpeacTea
BeJleHNA BOHbI — BbICOKOTOYHOE 0pYXUe, BEPTO-
neTbl, CamMoNeThbl, CTpaTerMyeckue nojBoAHbIE
noaku, cuctembl MNP0, AgepHoe opyxue n Mex-
KOHTWUHEHTaNbHble 6annUCTUYECKNE PaKeTbl CO3-
JlaBannch 1 CO3JaloTCA ¢ OJHOI Lienblo - obecne-
YNTb MOCTAHOBKY carnora TOro camoro NexoTuHLa
Ha TEppUTOPUI0 MPOTUBHMKA. M TaHKW, B 3TOM
CMBbIC/€, 0[IHO U3 OCHOBHBIX CPEACTB, MOTOMY YTO
HaxoaAaTcA 6nuxe Bcex K nexoTuHuam. OTcroga
BbIBOJ: MOKA CYLIECTBYIOT apMUU U BOWHbI, TaHKM
6yayT Heobxoaumbl. B Tom uncne u ana nposege-
HUA KOHTPTEPPOPUCTUYECKMX Onepauuin, u ana
BeJleHnA 60eBbIX JeNCTBUIA B rOPOACKMX YCIOBM-
AX ToXe. be3 TaHKoB - HUKya He AeTbcA. U ecnu
rocyjapcTBo UIKM CTPaHa, cunuTatoLlan ceba Tako-
BbIM, X04ET UM OCTaTbCA, TO B CBOEM apceHane
OHO JI0J)XKHO MMETb 60ecnocobHbIe TaHKM (1 MHO-

Cepreii CyBoposB,
KaHangat BOEHHbIX HayK
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n 1949, US Secretary of Defence James

Forrestal is said to have leapt out of his win-

dow shouting, «The Russians are coming.
They're right around. I've seen Russian tanks
in New York!» | would not vouch it happenened
exactly in this manner but it well might th ethe
fact. Until its collapse, the Soviet Union had
retained absolute numerical and qualitative
superiority over NATO in tanks. Mind you, the
Soviet Union alone without other Warsaw Pact
memebers. It did so even at the time then the
Soviet tank industry was in dire straight due to
the the then Soviet leader's infatuation with
missiles.

Wondering how come some of current lead-
ers in the Defence Ministry and other govern-
mental agencies believe that Russia needs no
tanks, but rhetoric that tanks are history tend to
crop up in the Russian media time and again.
Someone in the General Staff has recently
remarked, «There is no place for the tank on the
present-day battlefield». However, generals
have failed to specify what they do see the place
on today's battlefield for.

Before proceeding with the story of today's
state of the Russian tank industry, we have to
make up our mind whether Russia needs tanks
or not. To this end, we just have to analyse the
lessons learnt from wars and armed conflicts of
the past decade, and everything is going to
become clear. Analysis shows that none of the
conflicts, let alone the local wars, lacked the use
of tanks and other armour. Right, tanks suffered
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losses, just like, IFVs, APCs, trucks, planes, heli-
copters, warships, infantry, artillery and others
involved did. | would stick to my guns: the axiom
of any war — until the infantryman puts his boots
on the enemy's soil, the latter remains enemy
even if not a single person survives there —
has never been disproved. All means of
warfighting — precision-guided munitions (PGM),
helicopters, warplanes, ballistic-missile sub-
marines, missile defence systems, nuclear
weapons and intercontinental ballistic missile
has been and will be developed with the sole
purpose of enabling the boots of the above
infantryman to get on the ground — the enemy's
ground. In this respect, tanks are a principal
means of ensuring this, since they are closest to
the infantry on the battlefield.

Hence, as long as armies exist and wars are
fought, tanks will remain relevant, including their
relevance to conducting counterterrorist opera-
tions and fighting in urbanised terrain. One just
cannot do without tanks. If a major power, or a
country fancying itself to be one, wants to
remain what it is, it should have, inter alia, com-
bat-capable tanks in its inventory, otherwise it
faces a chance to surrender the remnants of its
arsenals to some other power's army. A sepa-
rate issue is what tanks will become with the
passage of time, what armament, armour pro-
tection, layout and crew (if any) they will have?
The future will show. However, the essence of
the very armoured vehicle that hit the battlefield
almost a century ago will remain unchanged.

Just a coupe of decades ago, the Soviet
Union's western military districts and groups of
forces alone operated about 60,000 tanks, the
overwhelming majority of which were new mod-
els at the time — the T-64A, B and BV, T-80B and

ro Yero elie), B NpOTUBHOM Cly4ae ecTb nepene-
KTWBa nepeAaTb OCTAaTKM CBOWX apCeHanoB ap-
MWW Apyroro rocyaapcTea. [pyroi Bonpoc, Kaku-
MM CTaHyT CO BPEMEHeM 3TW caMble TaHKM, C Ka-
KMM BOOPY>XEHWEM U C KakuM GpOHMPOBaHUEM,
KaKoi KOMMOHOBKM, C KakiuM 3KUMaXKem Unu Bo-
Bce 6e3 TakoBoro? 3To nokaxet BpemA. Ho cama
CyTb TOW camoi 6pPOHMPOBAHHOW MalUMHbI, YTO
MoABMNACh Ha MONAX CPaXeHMI No4TH cToneTue
TOMY Ha3aj — He U3MEHUTCA.

Ewle napy aecATuneTui Hasaj B cocTaBe TOJb-
KO B 3anafHbIX OKpyroB v rpynn Boiick CoBeTcko-
ro Coto3a umenocb 0koo 60 Tbic. TAHKOB, NoAaB-
nAawwee 60MbLUMHCTBO U3 KOTOPLIX 6blIN MaLum-
Hbl HOBbIX, MO TeM BpemMeHaM, 06pa3LoB — T-64A n
T-64b, T-64bB, T-80b, T-806B, T-72A u T-72b. Bca
rpynnuposka HATO B EBpone Torga HacuuTbiBana
27 TbIC. TAHKOB, U3 HMX HOBbIX MaLLWH, TUNa «Jleo-
napa 2», M1 «A6pamc» n «Yennenmkep» 6bi10
npumepHo 10%. Hago yyecTb, 4To 125-Mm nyLuka
COBETCKMX TaHKOB C HOBbIMM Tunamu Goenpuna-
cOB Morna 6opoTbCA C HOBMHKAaMW 3anafHoro
TaHKOCTPOEHUA, TakxKe Kak u 120-MM MyLLKK TaH-
koB «Jleonapg-2» n «Yennenmkep» C HalMMu
TaHkamu. AmepukaHckue «A6pamcbi» M1 umenu
105-mMm nywiky M68 («AGpamcbi» M1AT co 120-mm
nyLuKkoii B EBpone noABunuch yxxe Korga mMbl cTa-
N 0TTyAa YX0AuTb), KoTopas B no6 ¢ 1000 M He
Gpana aaxe nepsble 06pasupbl T-64, a ¢ 1500 M n
T-62. lywkn coBETCKMX TAHKOB C PacCTOAHUA
1500 m npo6usanu 90% TaHkoB HATO HaBbineT.
Tenepb, HaBepHOE, YUTATEN CTAHOBUTCA MOHAT-
HO, KoMy 6bln BbIrOeH A0roBop 06 orpaHu4eHuu
06bI4YHbIX BOOPYXXEHWA B EBpone, Tpe6oBaHNA Ko-
Toporo, keTaTty, cTpaHbl HATO Tak 1 He BbINONHKM-
nun. A Poccua B 0fHOCTOPOHHEM MOpAZAKe BbiBENa
BCHO «JIULLHIO» 6pOHETeXHuMKy 3a Ypan, rae 60nb-
Wwan ee YacTb Gbina YHNUYTOXKEHA, @ 0CTaBLIMECA

MaLUMHbl NPOCTO MpULLAN B He60ecnoco6Hoe Co-
CTOAHME Ha (a3ax XpaHeHWA W3-3a OTCYTCTBMUA
06CnyXnBalLLEro nepcoHana u CpeacTB And
npoBefeHus 06CNyXuBaHUA, PEMOHTA W perna-
MEHTHbIX paboT.

B HacToAwee BpemMA POCCMMCKME TaHKOBble
BO/iCKa pacnosiaratoT 0Kono 22 Tbic. TaHKoB. Ha
nepBbIi B3rNA4 — Hemano. Ho Bceraa Hajo yunTbl-
BaTb M pa3mepbl CTPaHbl, U NPOTAXEHHOCTb €e
rpanuu. Ckasatb, 4T0 ¢ pa3sanom CCCP n o6pa3o-
BaHuem Poccum TeppuTopuA rocyfapcTea cokpa-
TWUNach B NATb Pas UK Yy HAC Pe3ko COKPaTUIOCh
KONMYECTBO «MOTEHUMANbHBIX MPOTUBHUKOBY,
Henb3A. HanpoTue, pAaa ObIBLUMX «BpaTCKuUX pec-
ny6nuk» nepemeTHyncA B ctaH HATO, a HekoTo-
pble U3 HUX JOXWAAKTCA CBOErO Yaca npuema B
3TOT 610K, ycTPamBan NpoBOKALMK HA rpaHuLe ¢
Poccueit ana noaTeepxkaeHNA CBOEN NpejaHHoO-
CTMW ByayLIMM X03A€BaM.

B kakoin-To cTeneHn Ha py6exxe BEKOB He3aBu-
cumocTb Poccum cnac umeBLIMiACA cTpaTerunye-
CKM AAEpHbIN NoTeHunan. A BOT GpPOHEBOW WUT
cTpaHbl 6ecnowagHo yHuuToxanca. 3 umesLumx-
cAnoytu 100 Teic. TaHKoB B cepeaunHe 80-X, kK Hava-
ny XXI Beka 6b1n0 yHM4TOXEHO No4TH 80 ThIC. TaH-
KOB. YacTb M3 HUX ObINM MaLLMHAMKM CTapbix 06-
pasuoB 1 Bbipa6oTaBLunx cBo pecypc. Ho Hemana
B 3TOM UmMdipe W JONA MaLlUWH, KOTOPbIE ELLe Co-
XpaHANM CBOM BbicOkMe 60eBble CBOWCTBA. A HO-
BbIMW TaHkaMu 6poHecunbl Poccun B 90-€ 1 B Ha-
yane 2000-X rT. He NONONHANUCH U3-3a NPOBEJEHMA
TOrAa B CTpaHe MOAMTUKM TOTaNbHOMO YHUYTOXeE-
HWA 060POHHO-NPOMBILLIEHHOrO KOMM/IEKCa.

BpoHesoii wmt CCCP no Hayana nepecTpoiiku
KOBAnCcA Ha HEeCKONbKUX NpeanpuATMAX 060POH-
HO-MPOMBILLIEHHOT0 KOMMJIeKca B CTPOrOM COOT-
BETCTBUM C NiaHaMu. TaHKM BbINycKanuch Ha ne-
Huurpagckom «Kupoeckom 3asoge» (T-80B.

B 6nmxaiiume rogel Ha Boopy)keHne Poccuiickoii apmum 6y[yT noctynatb OCHOBHbIe TaHku T-90A
The Russian Army is to take delivery T-90A main battle tanks in the near future
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T-806B), xapbkoBCcKOM «3aBojie TPaHCMOPTHOIO
maluMHocTpoeHna um. Manbiwesa» (T-646B,
T-80Y/l), HuXHeTarunbckoM «YpansaroHsasone»
(T-726 u T-72C - na akcnopT), oMCcKOM 3aBoje
«OmckTpancmalu» (T-806B, T-80Y). B cosokynHo-
CTW C KOHBEePOB 3TUX 3aBOJOB EXErOAHO CXO-
auno 6Gonee 2 Thic. TaHKoB. K HacToAwemy mo-
MEHTY NPOM3BOACTBO TAHKOB COXPAHUNOCh TOMb-
ko Ha «YpansaroH3asoge». Xapbkosckuit 3TM oc-
TancA B YKpauHe, HO B cuily pAja 3KOHOMUYECKMX
MPUYUH TAHKW HA HEM YK€ HECKOJIbKO JIET HE Mpo-
n3soaatcA. «Kuposckuii 3aBoa» 6bin nepenpodu-
NIMPOBaH U TOXe [JaBHO yTpaTUl CroCoBHOCTb
NpoM3BOANTL TaHKW. «OMcKTpaHcMalL» no oTpa-
60TaHHOI1 B HalLel cTpaHe cxeme caenanu 6aH-
KpOTOM, a Tenepb MbITalOTCA PEaHUMUPOBATh, HO
YXe TONbKO Kak PEeMOHTHO-MOZEPHU3aLMOHHBIN
LEHTP. 3TO 03HAYaeT, YTO MOJIHbIA LMK MPOU3-
BOACTBA TAHKOB Ha 3TOM HEKOra BeAyLLEeM npej-
MPUATUM POCCUICKOTO TaHKOCTPOBHUA YXKE He-
BO3MOXEH. TONbKO NpOBEAEHWE PEeMOHTa W Mo-
JepHN3auM1 MaLlyH.

OrYN «M0 «YpansaroH3aBoa» cymen BbICTO-
ATb. Cnacna «no6o4yHanA» NpoayKUMA — BaroHbl U
uncTepHbl. Ho B rnaBHoii cTeneHu cnac npeanpu-
ATUE HbIHELUHWA ero reHepanbHbli aupekTop Hu-
konai Manbix. 3To Gnarogapsa ero ycunuam 3a-
BOA CMOT «MOAHATbCA C KONEH», HA HeM 6bino
BOCCTAHOBJIEHO CEPUIAHOE NPOM3BOACTBO TaHKOB,
NycTb CHa4ana Ha 3KCMOPT, HO FMaBHOe — He 6bio
noTepAHO BbICOKOTEXHOMOTMYHOE NPOU3BO/ACTBO,
KaK 3TO NPOMU30LLNO Ha APYrUX NPEANpPUATUAX.

KctaTu, B U3paune nocne 3aBepLieHNA KOHCT-
pykTOpCKoii pa3paboTku npoekTa TaHka Merkava
Mk4, MHOre uX 3KOHOMMUCTHI TOXE MOCYUTANIM

OgnH ma#fe/u:;;o

oroLjesIeBoro TpaHcnopTHoro cpeactea IA3-233014 «Turp»

A production li

Ype3BblyaiiHo foporum. Mo HEeKOTOPLIM UX OLEH-
Kam, Tonbko B 2003 roay Ha Hero 6bi110 3aTpayeHo
1 MApA. N3pannbeKux Liekenei (NpuennuanTenbHo.
US$ 226 mnH.). B 2003 . MUHUCTEPCTBO 06OPOHBI
W3paunsa dopcupoBano npuHATME NnaHa cokpa-
LeHuA, nonyunsero HaspaHue Kela (kaTanynb-
Ta) 2008. MnaH Kela 2008 npeaycmaTpusan kapau-
HaJbHbIe COKPALLEHUA B GPOHETAHKOBBIX BOMCKaX
W3pauna. Ho, TeM He MeHee, reHepan-maiiop
Wndprax Pon-Tans (Yiftah Ron-Tal), KomaHgyrowmit
cyxonyTHbiMK Bolickamu W3pauna, B 2003 1, nosen
0TYaAHHY 60pbOY NPOTUB M3PaNIIbCKOrO Ka3Ha-
yeiicTBa, YT0ObI coXxpaHuTb NpoekT Merkava Mk4.
OH cymen foka3aTb U3panibCkuM (hUHAHCHUCTaM,
YTO OCTAHOBKA 3TOr0 NPOEKTa 03Havana 6bl yHUY-
TOXEHWEe BbICOKOTEXHONOMMYHOM 3KOHOMMKM U3-
paunsa. IMeHHo 3TOT hakTOp ¥ MOMOT COXPaHUTb
NpPOWU3BOACTBO HOBbLIX GPOHMPOBAHHBIX MALLVH.
Moa nporpammy 6blN0 rapaHTUPOBAaHO Bblaene-
Hue npnbnusntensHo 800 MAH. M3PannbCKUX Lue-
Keneit B rofl, 4TO MO3BOMIANO M3roTaBAMBaTb MO
50 TaHKoB B rod. XKanko TofbKo, YTO K MHEHUIO
POCCUICKMX BOEHHBIX HALUM 3KOHOMMCTbI COBCEM
He npucnywwueaTcA. MoxeT UM HUKOTAa He Npu-
XOAMNO B TONOBY NPOCTO CPaBHWUTb pa3mMepsl
cTpaH M3pauna n Poccum...

Ceityac «YpanBaroH3aBoA» XXeroJHo npou3go-
AUT AnA Hyxna Poccuiickoii apMum no HeCKoMbKo
aecATkos T-90A u no cotHe T-90C Ha akcnopT. Kpo-
Me TOro, Ha 3TOM e NPeAnpPUATUM NaHupyeTcA
npoBejieHue rny6oKoi MoAepHU3aLMM TaHKoB TU-
na T-726 v T-72A (T-72AB). MNpoBeaexne meponpu-
ATUIA N0 Takoi MoAepHu3aumn T-726 n noseaeHune
MaLuuHbl 40 ypoBHA T-72b «PoraTka» o6ecneyna-
€T MOBbILIEHME NOKa3aTeNeidl OCHOBHbIX 60EBbIX

més‘Méc-hi'r;eb_uilding Plant has launched full-rate production

of the GAZ-233014 Tiger multirole vehicle

BV and T-72A and B. The whole of NATQ's the-
then tank fleet in Europe numbered 27,000 vehi-
cles, of which advanced designs, such as the
Leopard 2, M1 and Challenger, totalled about 10
per cent. Mention should be made that the
Soviet tanks' 125-mm main gun, firing the then
advanced ammunition, was just effective
against the latest Western tanks, as the
Leopard's and Challenger's 120-mm guns could
handle our machines. US Army M1s mounted
the 105-mm MG68 main armament unable to
punch through even early T-64 examples head-
on at 1,000 m, not could they penetrate even the
T-62's armour at 1,500 m (M1A1 Abrams tanks fit-
ted with the 120-mm gun came to Europe when
the Soviets were leaving). Soviet tank guns were
able of a clean shot through 90 per cent of
NATO's tanks. Probably, it is clear not who ben-
efited most from the Conventional Forces in
Europe (CFE) Treaty, which provisions have
remained unfulfilled by the NATO countries,
while Russia has pulled out all of its ‘excessive'
armour to the other side of the Urals, where the
bulk of it has been destroyed and the remnants
have become unusable at depots due to the lack
of maintenance, repair and personnel to perform
thereof.

Currently, Russia's Armoured Force operates
about 22,000 tanks. The number may seem
impressive on the face of it, but one has to take
the size of the country and the length of its bor-
der into account. With the dissolution of the
Soviet Union and emergence of Russia, the lat-
ter did not shrink fivefold; nor did the number of
its 'potential adversaries' drop next to nothing.
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On the contrary, some former ‘fraternal
republics' have defected to NATO and some
have been waiting for their time to join, while
poking provocations on the Russian border to
earn Brownie points with their future masters.

To a certain extent, Russia's independence at
the turn of the 21st century was saved by its
strategic nuclear deterrent. However, its
armoured shield was being eliminated ruthless-
ly. Almost 80,000 tanks out of the about 100,000
in the mid-1980s had been destroyed by the
beginning of the 21st century. Part of them was
obsolete, with their service lives expired, but
many of the destroyed vehicles were quite com-
bat-capable. The Russian Armoured Force
received no advanced tanks in the 1990s and
early 2000s due to the then total defence indus-
try extermination policies pursued in the coun-
try at the time.

Prior to perestroika, the Soviet armoured
shield had been forged by several defence con-
tractors in strict compliance with detailed
plans — the Kirov plant in Leningrad (T-80B/BV),
Malyshev transport machinebuilding plant in
Kharkov (T-64BV, T-80UD), Uralvagonzavod in
Nizhny Tagil (T-72B and export-oriented T-72S)
and Omsktransmash in Omsk (T-80BV/U). The
plants used to roll out a total of 2,000-plus tanks
a month. To date, Uralvagonzavod is the only one
of them to continue to make tanks. The Kharkov-
based Malyshev plant now belongs to Ukraine
but has not been making tanks for several years
now for economic reasons. The Kirov plant has
converted to other products and lost its tank-
making ability a long time ago. Omsktransmash
has been bankrupted under the scheme refined

MHorune Hagexgabi «Bonrorpackoro TpakTopHOro 3aBoga» CBA3aHbl C MPUHATUEM
Ha Boopy>xeHue camoxogHoro opyaua 2C25 «Cnpyt-C/]»

The Volgograd Tractor Plant pins its hopes on the 2525 Sprut-SD

self-propelled gun entering the inventory

CBOWCTB TaHKa NoYTW B 2 pa3a. IT0 4AeT BO3MOX-
HOCTb NpU Pacxo40BaHUN OTHOCUTENbHO Hebonb-
WX MHAHCOBBIX CPEACTB OCTaBUTb TaHKW TUMa
T-72 B 60eBom cTpoto Ha Gnuxaiwue 10-15 net
Mnpu COOTBETCTBUM UX 6OEBbIX CBOCTB TaHKaM 3a-
najHoro Npou3BOACTBA, HAXOAALMMUCA Ha BOO-
pyxeHuu Begywwmx ctpaH HATO. B cooTBeTCcTBMM C
[ocynapcTBEHHO NporpaMmoil  BOOPY)XEHWH
(IMB-2015) Ha 2007-2015 rr. exerogHo Ha «Ypan-

Uiriffaed Tuirrek
| AC ML R H A

EaLHA

BaroHsaBoge» OyAyT MOAEPHM3MPOBATLCA MO
120 TaHkoB. Bcero k 2015 r. npeanpuATUO npega-
CTOMT NOCTaBUTb AJIA OCHALLEHNA HOBLIMU U MO-
JepHU3MpOBaHHbIMKM 06pa3Lami 45 TaHKOBbIX 6a-
TanboHoB Poccuitckoii apmuu, ans yero 6yaeT He-
06X0AMMO MOCTPOUTL W MOAEPHU3UPOBATL MpU-
mepHo 1400 TaHkoB. B coBeTCkMe BpeMeHa TOMbKO
0AMH «YpanearoHsasog» crnpasunca 6bl ¢ Takon
3ajja4e BCEro 3a OAMH roj.

OmcKoe KOHCTpYKTOpcKoe 610po TPaHCMOPTHOrO MaLUMHOCTPOEHNA OPUEHTUPOBAHO
Ha pa3paboTKy HOBbIX 60eBbIX OTAeNeHU BNA TAHKOB

The Omsk-based Transport Machinebuilding Design Bureau focuses

on developing fighting.compartments to fit tanks
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Kypranmaw3zasog» npogomkaet nocrasky
60eBbiX MaLUNH NEXO0Tbl MO rocy4apcTBeHHOMY
3aka3sy M Ha aKcriopT

5Kurganmashzavod continues to deliver
infantry fighting vehicles for the domestic
and foreign users

YacTb 13 yKasaHHOro KONM4YecTBa MalluH CO-
CTaBAT TaHKM, MpoLUejline MOAEPHU3ALMI0 Ha
«OmckTpaHemalue». 3To 6yayT TaHku Tuna T-80
(T-806 1 T-80BB), koTopbiE NPy NPOBEASHUM Kanu-
TaNbHOro PeMOHTa Ha aHHOM 3aBoge 6yayT Mo-
JepHuaupoBanbl Ao yposHa T-80Y n T-80YK Tonb-
Ko ¢ 6onee coBEePLUEHHbIM NPULENbHBIM KoMMe-
KCOM, MMeLWMM TennoBu3NOHHbIE Npubopsl. B
nepcrekTUBe Ha 3TOM XXe 3aBoje NnaHupyeTcA
ocHawaTb B XOAe NPOBEAEHUA MOJepHU3aLuM
BCE TaHKM HOBbIM YHUBEPCa/bHbIM 60€BbIM 0T/e-
NIEHUEM, UMEIOLLMM COBPEMEHHYH CUCTEMY Yyripa-
BJIEHWA OTHEM, MOBbILIEHHbIN YPOBEHb 3aLUMLLEH-
HOCTM, HOBbIIi KOMMNIEKC BOOPY>XKeHMA, YTo obec-
MeyYnT MOAEPHU3MPOBAHHBIM MalLuMHAM NOBbILLE-
HWE OCHOBHbIX 60€BbIX CBOCTB B pasbl.

B HacToAlee Xe BpemAa B 60€BOM cOCTaBe
Poccuitckoit apmMumu umeeTcA Bcero YyTb Gonee
200 TaHkoB T-90 1 T-90A. Mpuyem T-90 6binu BbINy-
LeHbl ewwe B Havyane 90-x It 1 uMu Bbin ykomnne-
KTOBaH OJWH TaHKOBbLIA Monk B 3abaikanbe. Bo-
300HOBJIEHNE CEPUIAHOr0 CTPOUTENbCTBA TaHKOB
T-90 (y>xe noa usaekcom T-90A) ansa Hyxna HaLien
CTpaHbl Hayanocb OyKBanbHO TPW roja Hasagd. 3a

3TW rogbl Poccuitickoit apmun 6610 NOCTaBNEHO
ABa 6aTanboHa 9TMX 60eBbIX MaLLUWH, KOTOPLIE NO-
cTynunu B MoCKOBCKMIA BOBHHbIN OKPYT, CTaBLUMIA
nocne paseana CCCP npurpaHnyHbIm.

Kpome T0ro, Ha NpoM3BOACTBEHHbIE MOLYHOCTH
«YpansaroHsaBoga» B Onukanlime rogbl NAXeT
npou3BOACTBO GPOHMPOBAHHOM MalUWHbLI HOBOTO
knacca - BMIT (GoeBan MaluMHa NoAAEPXKM TaH-
KOB), NPUHATON Ha BoopyXeHue Poccuiickoit ap-
MMM COBCEM HeJaBHO. BnonHe BepoATHO, 4TO Ye-
pe3 kakoe-To BpemaA Takue MallnHbl 3aBody Npu-
AeTCA NPOM3BOAUTb M ANA IKCMOPTHLIX NOCTAaBOK,
TaK KakK MHTEPEec K Hel CO CTOPOHbI 3apyBexHbIX
CMeunanmcToB OrpoOMeH.

N3 umetowmxca npumepHo 4 Tbic. eanHUL TaH-
koB T-80Y u T-726 (T-726M), nocTpoEHHBIX B KOH-
ue 80-x Hayane 90-x T NpoLLNoro Beka, 0OCHOBHAA
yacTb cocpeaotoyeHa B Mockosckom, JleHWH-
rpagckom, 3abankanbckom, MpuBomKCKo-Ypans-
ckom u CeBepo-KaBkasckom okpyrax. [1o cBoum
OCHOBHbIM TaKTUKO-TEXHNYECKMM XapaKTepucTu-
KaM OHW He ycTynatwT 60MbWwUHCTBY 06pa3LoB,
cocToAwwmx Ha BoopyxxeHuu ctpad HATO, ogHako
YCTYNaKT N0 BO3MOXHOCTAM 06HapyXeHua Le-
Neit B HOYHBIX M NNOXMX (AbIM, Mbifb, TYMaH U1 T.4.)
YCNOBMAX BUAMMOCTH HEKOTOPbIM TWUMaM HOBbIX
TaHkoB cTpaH HATO, Takum Kkak «Jleonapg 2A5» u
«Jleonapg 2A6», «Jleknepk», M1A2 «A6pamcy,
«Yennengxep 2». HecMoTpA Ha TO, 4TO HOBblE 3a-
nagHble 06pasupl 1 noasmnuck Ha 1015 neT nos-
)€ TaHKOB COCTaBNAOWMX OCHOBY POCCMIACKOrO
napka, OHM He UMELT nepes HUMKU 3HaYUTENbHbIX
npeumyllecTs, 6narogapA TOMYy, YTO COBETCKOe
TaHKOCTPOEHWe BCEraa HeckKosbKo Oonepexano B
pa3BuUTUM 3anafHbiX KOHKypeHToB. Kpome Toro, B
70-€ rofbl NpOLUAOro CTONETUA NPY NPOEKTUPOBa-
HAW OTEYECTBEHHbIX MalUMH B X KOHCTPYKLMIO
OblN 3aN10XKEH 3HAYNTENbHBIA NOTEHUMan, obecne-
YNBAIOLLMIA UM COXpaHeHWe «JoNroNeTHen ChyX-
Obi». Mpu peanuaaumm paspaboTaHHbIX B nocnen-
Hee BpeMA OTEYECTBEHHbIMU KOHCTPYKTOpamu
nporpaMM MoJepHU3aLuu, MallHbl yKa3aHHbIX
TWUMOB He TOMbKO CMOMYT CPaBHATLCA MO OCHOB-
HbIM Noka3aTenam 60eBoii 3pcheKTUBHOCTH C CO-
BPEMEHHbIMM TaHKaMK 3anafHblX CTPaH, HO Mo
HEKOTOPbIM M3 HUX W MPEeB30iATH UX. A AnA peanu-
3auMu 3TUX MporpamMM MOJepHWU3auuu ckopee

Bonrorpagckuii TpakTOPHbINi 3aBO4» 3aHUMAETCA BbiMyCKOM Ierkoii 6POHEeTEXHUKMN
The Volgograd Tractor Plant is a manufacturer of lightly armoured combat vehicles

in this country. Now, attempts are being made to
resuscitate it but to operate it as an MRO and
upgrade centre only. This means that the com-
pany, formerly a Soviet leader in tank manufac-
ture, is no longer capable of the turnaround.
Providing maintenance, repair and overhaul and
upgrading tanks is the only thing it can do.

Uralvagonzavod has managed to stick it out
due to its sideline products — railway cars and
tank cars. However, the main part in rescuing
the company was played by its current director
general, Nikolai Malykh, whose efforts brought
the plant up from its knees and had tank produc-
tion restarted, albeit for export at first. What
matters is the high-tech production capabilities
have not been lost, which has been the case
with other tank manufacturers.

By the way, following the completion of
designing the Merkava Mk4, many Israeli
economists considered the tank to be too
expensive as well. According to some esti-
mates, 1 billion shekels (about $ 226 million)
were spent on it in 2003 alone. That year, the
Israeli Defence Ministry stepped up its efforts
to have the Kela 2008 (Catapult 2008) reduction
plan adopted. The plan provided for a drastic
reduction in the Israeli armoured corps.
Nonetheless, Gen. Yiftah Ron-Tal, commander
of the Israeli Army, dug in his heels to oppose
Israeli financiers to save the Merkava Mk4
programme. He succeeded in proving that ter-
mination of the programme would have
equalled to eliminating Israel's high-tech
economy. This consideration helped the
advanced armoured vehicle production capa-
bility to survive. About 800 million shekels per
annum were promised to keep the programme
afloat, which allowed production of 50 tanks a
year. It is a shame that Russian economist do
not care about the military's opinion whatsoev-
er. Maybe, it has never occurred to them to
compare the size of Israel and that of Russia.

Now, Uralvagonzavod makes annually several
dozen T-90As for the Russian Army and a hun-
dred T-90S's for export. In addition, there are
plans for the company to handle heavy upgrade
of the T-72B and T-72A (T-72AV). Such upgrade
of the T-72B to T-72B Rogatka standard would
virtually double the tank's basic combat charac-
teristics. Requiring a rather modest expenditure,
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this would allow the T-72 fleet to remain in ser-
vice for another 10-15 years, with their perfor-
mance matching that of the western tanks in the
inventory  of  NATO's heavyweights.
Uralvagonzavod is to upgrade 120 vehicles a
year under the 2007-15 State Armament
Programme. In all, the company will have had to
deliver by 2015 a total worth of 45 tank battalions
to the Russian Army, to which end it will have
built and upgraded about 1,400 vehicles. At the
Soviet times, Uralvagonzavod alone would have
completed the job in only a year.

Part of the above number of tanks is to be the
vehicles upgraded by Omsktransmash — the
T-80Bs and T-80BVs to be upgraded to T-80U and
T-80UK standards during their overhaul. They,
however, will feature a more sophisticated fire
control suite using thermal imagers. Farther
down the road, the plant is going to modernise
tanks by equipping them with an advanced fight-
ing compartment featuring a cutting-edge fire
control suite, enhanced protection and an
advanced weapons suite, which will drive
upgraded vehicles' combat capabilities up by
several times.

At present, the Russian Army operates barely
over 200 T-90 and T-90A tanks, with the T-90s
built as far back as the early '90s and fielded
with a single tank regiment in Transbaikalia. Full-
rate production of the T-90, designated as T-90A,
for the Russian Army resumed just three years
ago. Since then, the army has taken delivery of
enough T-90As to field with two tank battalions.
The vehicles have been given to the Moscow
Military District made a border military district
by the collapse of the Soviet Union.

In addition, Uralvagonzavod will soon have to
shoulder production of a new-class armoured
product - the BMPT tank-support combat vehi-
cle - brought into service with the Russian Army
recently. It is quite possible that the plant will
have to make the BMPT for foreign customers
some time in the future, since foreign experts
have been very keen on it.

Most of the 4,000-plus T-80U and T-72B/BM
tanks made in the late '80s and early '90s are
operated by units in the Moscow, Leningrad,
Transhaikal, Volga-Urals and North Caucasus
Military Districts.

In terms of basic characteristics, they are
on a par with most NATO designs, but their
ability to acquire targets at night and in limit-
ed visibility conditions (smoke, dust, fog, etc.)
is inferior to that of advanced NATO tanks,
e.g. the Leopard 2A5/6, Leclerc, M1A2 Abrams
and Challenger. Despite the advanced
Western tanks emerging 10-15 years after the
designs making up the mainstay of the
Russian tank fleet, they feature no consider-
able advantage, since the Soviet tank industry
had always led its Western rivals to a certain
degree. In addition, the Soviet tanks designed
in the '70s feature a considerable upgrade-
ability permitting them to remain in service for
a long time. If the recent Russian tank
upgrade programmes are fulfilled, the basic
combat capabilities of the vehicles in ques-
tion will not only match that of the up-to-date
Western tanks, but exceed some of them as
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CoBpemeHHaA 6pOHeTeXHUKa TpebyeT COBPEMEHHOIro TEXHUYECKOro OCHaLYeHNA NPou3BoACTBa
Making up-to-date armoured vehicles call for advanced production facilities

Bcero OyayT 3adeiicTBOBaHbI «YpanBaroH3aBoa»
n «OmMcKTpaHcMall», He cyuTas NpeanpuATuA-
CMEXHUKM, NMOCTaBNALWME MHOTME arperathl,
CUCTEMbI Y OT/IENIbHbIE 3anacHble YacTu.

OkoHyaTenbHyto c6opKy ¥ nocnenytoLlylo no-
cTaBKy OpOHeTexHuku nerkoro knacca (BMI,
BMJ, BTP) 8 CCCP BbinonHsanu Takue npeanpu-
aTuA, kak «Kypranmawsasog» (BMM-1, BMI-2,
BM-3), «XapbkoBckuit TpakTopHblid» (MT-JIb 1
MT-JIBY), «Ap3amacckuii MalIMHOCTPOMTENb-
Hbl» (BTP-70, BTP-80, BPAM-2 1 MaLuuHbl Ha UX
6ase), «Bonrorpaackuii TpakTopHbiit» (BMA-1,
BMJ-2, BMA-3, BTP-Z1), «[A3» (pa3nuuHble Ko-
necHble BTP), «Py6uoBckuii MalMHOCTPOUTENb-
Hbl» (BPM-1K, BPM-3K «Pbicb»), «Mwmmbaiickuit
MaLIMHOCTPOUTENbHBIA» (IBYX3BEHHbIE TpaHC-
noptepbl Tvna AT-10 u AT-30 «ButAsb») 3aBogsbl.
Ewe Heckonbko neTt Haszaj GONbLUMHCTBO 3TUX
npeanpuATUIA NPaKTUYECKM NpocTanBano. Xapb-
KOBCKMiA 3aBOJ ocTancA B YKpauHe, CepuiiHoro
npon3BoAcTBa GPOHETAHKOBOW TEXHUKM U Camo-
XO[HbIX apTUNNEPUIACKNX YCTaHOBOK Ha HEM Ceil-
yac HeT, NpeAnpuUATUE 3aHUMaeTCcA MOJepHU3a-
umnei eamHnyHbix akzemnnapos MT-JIb. U3 octaB-
WMXCA POCCUIACKMX NPeAnpuATMA Gonbluaa ux
4acTb C 3TOr0 roAa NPUCTYNUNa K cepuitHomy (xo-
TA U B He6oMbLIKMX MaclwiTa6ax) Npon3BoACTBY OC-
BOEHHOW B NPEXHUE rofibl N HOBON TEXHUKM.

Tak, «KypraHmaluzaBog» nony4un roco60poH-
3aKka3 Ha 4 roga Ha noctaBky Poccuiickon apmuu
MOJIepPHU3UPOBAHHbLIX G0EBbIX MaliMH MexoThbl

BMI-3. ExerogHo npeanpuATMe GyaeT nocTtas-
NATb HECKONbKO J@CATKOB Taknx 60eBbIX MaLLWH.
Kpome Toro, 3aBoj 0CyLLECTBNAEGT KanuTaNbHbIA
PEMOHT ¥ MoJiepHM3aLMto BO BpeMA ero npoBeje-
HuAa BMI1-2. BoeBble BO3MOXHOCTM 3TON MaLLMUHbI
nocne MoJepHU3aLMu BO3pacTalT B HECKOJbKO
pa3 3a CYeT MOBbLILIEHWUA OrHEBOW MOLUYW, 3allu-
LLIeHHOCTH, MOJBWXXHOCTY M KOMaHAHOW ynpaBna-
emocTu. KctaTu, npousBoauman B HacToALiee
Bpemsa «Kypraumawuzasogom» bMI1-3 Toxe 3Ha-
YNTENbHO OTAMYAEeTCA MO CBOMM MoKasaTenam B
nydwyto cTopoHy ot Ton BMII-3, koTopasa npuxu-
manacb Ha BoopyxeHue B 1987 1.

Momumo mocTaBok Mo roco6opoH3akasy Kyp-
raHckoMy 3aBOJy NpeAcToMT nopa6oTaTh ANA Bbl-
MOJIHEHUA 3KCMOpTHbIX noctaBok BMII-3, koTo-
pble MoNb3ylTCA CNPOCOM B apaGekux CTpaHax
yXe pgaBHo. Bnpoyem, oTedecTBeHHble BMII
MONb3YHTCA YBaXEHUEM He TOMbKO Y TeX, KTo UX
npuobpetaeT. HegaBHo B JIoHAOHE Ha BbiCTaBKe
DSEi-2007 BoeHHOCy)XaLme OpUTaHCKON apmMuu
B NpMBaTHOM 6ece/ie 04eHb BbICOKO 0T3bIBANMCh 0
HalMX 60eBbIX MalUUHAX NexXoThl.

B cypoBbie AnA 0Te4ecTBEHHO 060POHHOI Npo-
MblwneHHocTy 90-e rofbl, CyMen yaepXxaTbCA Ha
nnasy «Ap3amacckuii MalIMHOCTPOUTENbHbINA 3a-
BoA». Bbipyyanu akcnopTHble MOCTaBKM, Mpou3-
BOJCTBO KOHBEPCUOHHOM TEXHUKW Ha Liaccu u3-
BECTHbIX Ha Becb MUp GpOHETpaHCMOpTepoB.
Ceityac npeanpuATME HapalUMBaeT TEMMbI NPOK3-
BOJCTBA, 0CBAaMBAET BbIMYCK HOBOW TeXHMKM. Tak,
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